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Ankeny – High Trestle Trail Extension

Bondurant – Oleson Street Underpass

DART – BCycle Expansion

Do you support this project?

Do you support this project?

Do you support this project?

Comments
• High Trestle Trail is our “St. Louis Arch.”
• Close that gap.
• Yes, extend it!
• The High Trestle Trail is already known throughout the 

county and this project would improve the system.

Comments
• Although I live elsewhere in the metro and my visits are as 

an infrequent driver on Hwy 65 over the past 35 years, I 
support this type of project to obviously improve safety by 
reducing risk and connect the community via trails.

Comments
• No more trail projects! Lets actually work on the streets and 

sewers before putting more money into bike and walking 
trails that are underwater or blocked off for some other 
reason for 6+ months of the year. Lets make this city a great 
place to get around vs some place to avoid (like we all do 
now).

• These stations do not generate enough income to justify 
expansion.

• Would help make other nearby neighborhoods accessible to 

the BCycle system, especially Drake. Need more and more!
• I think this would be a great transportation option for Drake students and those in the Drake neighborhood.
• This would be excellent. Further expansion of the bcycle program is of great value. I work at Drake and would make 

use of the bcycles on campus.
• This project would help further connect Drake students to downtown shopping and entertainment as well as 

downtown visitors to the Drake campus.
• These additions would encourage more people to become more active.
• Any project that supports the use of alternatives to motor vehicles is a good one.
• What a huge connection it would be to have Drake campus part of the bike-share system. The Cottage Grove 

facilities are already there for cycling. This would be a slam dunk for expansion.

Yes   14
No  1
Unsure  0

Yes   2
No  1
Unsure  0

Yes   13
No  3
Unsure  0



Des Moines – Des Moines River Trail Phase 2

Do you support this project? Comments
• need roads fixed worse.
• NO MORE TRAILS
• Would provide an great new link from the main system.
• Brings the Easter Lake trail and park into the system. Gets 

closer to bringing Carlisle in too via Avon Lake.
• Trail access to Easter Lake will be great for recreational 

pedestrians and cyclists.
• This would be great.
• Please find a safe way for pedestrians/cyclists to get from Des Moines to Easter Lake! 
• This would be a great way to connect downtown riders to the trails around Easter Lake and the mountain bike and 

BMX trails at Ewing Park.
• We need to continue to make Des Moines the trails capital of the world.
• Any trail expansions are great for the city.
• Great idea. Look for additional ways to connect existing trails.

Yes   16
No  3
Unsure  0

Des Moines – 6th Avenue Streetscape Project Phase 2

Do you support this project? Comments
• Work on the actual pavement/road - that could be a more 

important reason people avoid this area.
• This is a good project for improvements for pedestrians. It 

doesn’t appear to do much to help those using bicycle as 
transportation.

• I live a few blocks away and support the revitalization efforts.  

I want more businesses in the area I can support, and these improvements will help to bring in business.
• I favor the enhancements in general. I frequently use this route to commute to downtown and enhancements for 

pedestrians and bicyclists, and better lighting are critical. My support is conditional on: 
1. Include a right-side pull off space for frequent bus traffic to pick up passengers so the center shared lane is not 
used by motorists as a passing lane to pass  busses stopped for passengers.  
2. Based on the large number of students I see waiting for a bus in the mornings at some stops, verify sidewalk areas 
are large enough to reduce compaction to bioswales and planted areas. 
2. Time the traffic lights to keep through traffic moving at commute times rather than create more bottlenecks than 
exist currently.

• This is a truly transformative project that will aesthetically improve this neglected area. More importantly, the project 
will improve transportation flow, enhance safety, incorporate green infrastructure improvements, and re-engage 
pedestrian and bike traffic.

• This is an important project, not only for the surrounding neighborhood but for connecting the northern metro to 
downtown. The 6th Avenue streetscape project is a key step toward reinvesting in one of the city’s most diverse and 
historical neighborhoods.

• A lot of planning has gone into this project.  It has support of neighborhood residents and businesses.  This is a major 
street into downtown and needs revitalization. 

• This project will help this area grow and prosper.
• 6th Ave Streetscape is a natural next step for re-development of one of the important gateways into the City. I’d like to 

see this project get top priority.

Yes   46
No  1
Unsure  4



• As with many of the 2020 (and beyond) planning initiatives that have been and are being addressed for quite some 
time, it’s imperative that these plans and  have  direct and positive outcomes for people of color (covering any array 
of community members who fit this group).  There had been business in the 6th Avenue Corridor owned/managed by 
African Americans.  They’re no longer there.  In the application, it’s stated: “Vacant commercial  retail spaces have 
filled up with the announcement of the streetscape plans.”  And, “Additional redevelopment projects are in the works 
for the next 1 - 2 years.”  I’m hoping this isn’t one more round of continued re-gentrification that has gone on decade 
after decade, generation after generation, both locally and nationally.

• The 6th Ave Corridor is integral to Des Moines and the plans that have been developed support the corridor as a 
residential and commercial street connecting downtown Des Moines to the north side of Des Moines and Ankeny.

• The curb cut rain gardens and bio-retention areas: it’s mentioned that they’re low maintenance.  I would imagine 
some amount of maintenance would be required.  This could create some wonderful learning opportunities for 
middle and high school students (Harding and North) STEM learning projects, intro to landscaping professions, city 
management, civics, silver cord projects, summer youth employment opportunities, community service projects, etc. 
etc..There would need to be traffic safety issues addressed with this being right near the curb/traffic.  I’m sure those 
can be addressed and resolved.

• The 6th Ave Streetscape is important to revitalization of this historic neighborhood. This project will encourage 
business development to the area that will help residents. Additionally the project is a link between the historic district 
and the capital city’s downtown. Revitalization of the historic area will foster residential revitalization. The River Bend 
and Cheatum Park historic neighborhoods augment the downtown housing development. The Streetscape links 
important recreational trails with business development.

• Great project, please fund.
• Important project to make improvements in streetscape to improve walkability and overall appeal of a major DSM 

corridor.
• This is one of the most diverse neighborhoods in Des Moines--and desperately needs the support of the broader 

community.
• This is a very important step in completing the 6th Avenue Corridor project.  It is a highly visable and needed corridor 

into downtown Des Moines.
• This project will support the Smart Growth principles put forth in The Tomorrow Plan: a comprehensive study, public 

input series and long range plan for transforming the current growth model in the Des Moines Metro area. The 
Tomorrow Plan was initiated and conducted by the DMAMPO, Polk County, the City of Des Moines and several other 
municipalities within the planning area of the DMAMPO, and had the full support of the majority of the public involved. 
A great deal of time and effort, and public participation went into creating The Tomorrow Plan; this project presents an 
opportunity to put the Plan into action. This project should receive priority over numerous other requests that do not 
conform  to the principles of The Tomorrow Plan. 
Sincerely, 
Michael Baldus

• I think this area of the city is particularly in need of investment.
• Riverbend has been experiencing such a turnaround and this project will help to put a progressive, forward-looking 

face on our downtown community.
• Please fund this project. This area has been desperate for attention for so long. I would love to be able to walk along 

the sidewalk, going in and out of shops and restaurants :-) thank you so much.
• This area has been ignored, and it’s time to spend some money there.  Thanks.
• In order to make this a financially healthy neighborhood it is critical that the main public corridor be improved. The 

housing in the area will only continue to be improved when there is a viable commercial district that is attractive and 
viewed as safe. 

• This project is truly warranted, and the neighborhood needs this moral boost.
• This project is very important to the revitalization of the near north side of Des Moines and the Entrprise Community 

Neighborhoods. Sixth Avenue is a gateway to downtown.
• This is a vital connection between downtown and the north side of Des Moines.
• This area deserves as much support as possible.
• We need to clean up the 6th Ave corridor, I have lived hear my whole life, I went the old Dowling on 10th, we need to 

clean the area.
• This corridor is in need of improvement.
• Project is well developed and will serve as green infrastructure model for Des Moines.



Norwalk – Norwalk Trail Connection

Do you support this project? Comments
• Right now Norwalk has no safe way to connect to the Great 

Western bike trail except to ride your bike on a narrow 
hwy-G14.  This would greatly improve the quality of living for 
our community.

• A trail connection from Norwalk to the greater DSM trail 
system via the Great Western Trail is needed.  I will use this 
connection during the summer months to bike commute to 

work in the west side of DSM rather than drive into work.  This project will increase the quality of life for residents of 
Norwalk giving us greater access to the vast amount of trails further north in the metro. 

• As a cyclist there is not a safe means of accessing the bike trail system.  You must either ride a section of Hwy28 or 
G14.

• This is greatly needed and will benefit the citizens and businesses of both Norwalk and Des Moines.
• Does not connect to anything, need street repairs instead of bike paths.
• More opportunities to connect Norwalk to family fitness, parks, and local Norwalk and Cummings g businesses!
• It is a start to connecting Norwalk to the Great Western Trail and the metro trails system.  It is an important step to a 

larger project.
• The Great Western Trail is an awsome outdoor opportunity for the Des Moines Metro. Unfortunately the 10,000 

people living in Norwalk can not get to it without driving. Norwalk is the fastest growing DSM metro community without 
trail access to the Great Western Trail. This project helps connect Norwalk to the DSM trail system.

• We have long awaited for this connection, getting Norwalk closer to cycle connections in Metro Iowa.
• There is no way to access the Great Western Trail from Norwalk unless one rides down Highway 28 or down two, 55-

mph speed limit roads that have no shoulders. It’s extremely unsafe, and a non-starter for children or anyone other 
than experienced bicyclists. Anyone who wants to commute from Norwalk to Des Moines by bicycle either has to ride 
down Highway 28 or down Fleur Drive, neither of which accommodates bicycle traffic safely. Riding down Highway 28 
requires navigating the major intersection with Highway 5 without bike lanes--scary at best. Fleur is not wide enough 
to handle a bike lane, and there are no shoulders nor continual sidewalks.

Yes   33
No  3
Unsure  0



Polk County – Fort Des Moines Trail and Access Improvements

Additional Comments

Do you support this project? Comments
• Polk County Conservation got $50 Million in special bond 

referendum raising our property taxes etc...they have the 
money needed. We should not be subsidizing this polk 
county government more.

• As a member of the Polk Co.Conversation Advisory board 
I support this project. This would add to the great work 
already done in this park with the bond funds.

• Drawn on the input map, one comment states a need for better connection near NW 70Th Ave and Merle Hay Rd.
• Drawn on the input map, one comment states states a need for a connection near NW Morningstar Dr. and NW 

Aurora Ave. 

Yes   1
No  2
Unsure  0

Pleasant Hill – SE 6th Avenue Pedestrian Underpass

Do you support this project? Comments
• As a member of the Park & Rec Board of Pleasant Hill I am 

in strong support of this project. We will be working on the 
master plan for the new park which will tie into this project. 
Pleasant Hill has not received much funding in the past so 
these are funds which would help the east side of Polk Co.

• So important to make the Des Moines area more pedestrian 
and bike friendly

• Why would you do an underpass? Make a sidewalk instead, please! Kids in this area cannot walk to school from 
any direction. Making an underpass will only benefit a small number of children. Also, at first assumption, the term 
“underpass” leads one to believe anyone in it would not be visible from the road? For safety reasons, please don’t do 
this.

Yes   3
No  2
Unsure  0


