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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Transportation Technical Committee Planning Subcommittee 

10:00 a.m., Monday, October 17, 2016 
Des Moines Area MPO Meeting Mead Conference Room 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

 
Members Present: 
Mike Ludwig, City of Des Moines 
David Wilwerding, City of Johnston 
Ben Champ, City of Pleasant Hill 
Bret VandeLune, Polk County  
Kara Tragesser, City of West Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
Ethan Standard, DART 
Brad Deets, City of Waukee 
 
Others Present:  
Juan Cadenillas, Polk County Health Department 
 
Staff Present: 
Zach Young, Principal Planner 
Teva Dawson, Senior Planner  
Andrew Collings, Associate Planner 
Mike Armstrong, Associate Planner 
Marcus Coenen, Associate Planner 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 
Ben Champ called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda 

 
Subcommittee members voted to approve the meeting agenda. 
 

3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

Subcommittee members voted to approve the September 19, 2016, meeting minutes.   
  

4.  Urban Freight Corridors 
 

Staff provided an overview of the Iowa DOT’s effort to identify Critical Rural Freight Corridors 
(CRFCs) and Critical Urban Freight Corridors (CUFCs), which are two components of the National 
Highway Freight Network (NHFN).  Staff noted that the DOT is consulting with the MPO to identify 
the Urban Freight Corridors.   
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Mr. Champ asked if there was a threshold for being included as a critical corridor.  Staff noted that 
there is not a set threshold.  
 
Mr. Champ clarified that he asked the question because the current map is missing some of the 
pipeline companies.   Mr. Champ noted that some of these freight facilities have over 250 trucks 
per day.   
 
Bret VandeLune agreed that the map was missing some important freight facilities.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the development of the urban freight corridors and the location of 
other important freight facilities.   
 
Mr. Champ asked how the funding process will work once the corridors are identified.  Staff noted 
that the DOT hasn’t shared any of this information with staff as this point.   

 
5.  Food Truck Policies 

 
Staff updated the committee on a request from the City of Clive regarding food truck policies.   Staff 
asked if any of the other committee members were interested in more information on policies and best 
practices.   
 
Mr. Champ noted his interested.  David Wilwerding also stated that he would be interested in additional 
information.   
 
Mr. VandeLune noted that they had barrowed language from the City of Des Moines when developing 
their process for regulating food trucks.   
 
Staff asked how the committee would like to see this information shared with the Technical Committee.  
Discussion ensued regarding how to present the information.  The committee agreed that sharing the 
information at a Technical Committee meeting would be the best way to distribute the information.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding food truck policies.   

 
6.  MPO Mini-Workshop Topics 

 
Staff provided an overview of the draft list of potential mini-workshops that MPO staff could 
provide to local council’s and planning and zoning commissions.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the list of options and how receptive councils and commissions 
would be to the Mini-Workshops.   
 
Mr. Champ asked how the Mini-Workshop should roll out.  Staff asked for suggestions on 
packaging the information.  Mr. VandeLune noted that it should probably go through staff who 
can forward on to their elected officials.  

 
7.  Strategic Agenda for Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation  

 
Staff provided an overview of the Strategic Agenda for Pedestrian and Bicycle Transportation.   
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8.  Other Non-Action Items of Interest  
 

None.  
 

9.  Next Meeting Date 
 

November 21, 2016, at 10:00 a.m.  
 

10.  Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 
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