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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Transportation Technical Committee Engineering Subcommittee 

1:30 p.m., Monday, November 2, 2015 
Des Moines Area MPO Meeting Mead Conference Room 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 
 
Members Present: 
Jim Hagelie, City of Clive 
Dave Cubit, City of Johnston 
Dave McKay, City of Urbandale 
Joe Cory, City of West Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
Jennifer McCoy, City of Des Moines 
Kurt Bailey, Polk County 
Vern Willey II, City of Altoona 
 
 

 
 
Staff Present: 
Dylan Mullenix, Assistant Director  
Zach Young, Principal Planner 
Mike Armstrong, Associate Transportation 

Planner 
Andrew Collings, Associate Transportation 

Planner 
 
 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 
Dave Cubit called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m. 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda 

 
Subcommittee members voted to approve the meeting agenda. 
 

3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

Subcommittee members voted to approve the September 14, 2015, meeting minutes.   
 

 
4.  Water Trails & Greenways Plan 

 
Staff provided an update on the progress being made on the development of the Water Trails 
and Greenways Plan.  The update included an overview of what staff has heard during the public 
outreach and focus groups that have been conducted over the past several months. 
 
Mr. Cubit asked what involvement the Engineering Subcommittee would have in the 
development of the plan.  Staff noted that the level of involvement would be up to the group.  
However, at the least, the committee will serve to review the work that is produced to make 
sure that plans are rooted in reality.     
   

5.  Best Practices Series – Complete Communities 
 

Staff provided an overview of the draft best practice series on parking management and 
design. Staff discussed the layout of the draft document starting with the parking 
management section. 
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Staff then provided an overview of the parking design section.  Mr. Cubit expressed 
some concerns over the maintenance of the alleys if they are under public ownership.  
Joe Cory noted that trash collection in alleys creates some issues.   
 
Staff asked if the document should list the challenges associated with rear alleys.  Dave 
McKay noted that it wouldn’t be very economical for the city to have ownership of both 
the street and the rear alley, but he didn’t have any issues with rear alleys if they were 
maintained by a neighborhood association.   
 
Mr. McKay asked staff to clarify the 6 foot increment for land subdivision.  Staff 
explained that the 6 foot increment is used because it aligns the lot width with common 
parking dimensions.    
 
Staff asked if the document should include any additional items.  Mr. Cory noted that it 
could include something on bicycle parking.     
   

6.  Federal Highway Administration Design Criteria Revision  
 
Staff provided an overview of the proposed Federal Highway Administration Design 
Criteria Revisions.  Discussion ensued concerning the DOT street design standards and 
specifications.   
   

7.  ADA Compliance  
 
Staff provided a brief overview of a document outlining the requirements for ADA 
compliance.  Mr. Cory noted that West Des Moines has had a plan in place for years, but 
the rules change so often that they have had to go back and change things numerous 
times.  
 
Mr. Cubit noted that the DOJ doesn’t care if a community has just updated the ramps, if 
the standards change you are expected to make the changes.  Mr. Cubit noted that the 
DOJ will not tell you how much you need spend to fix the issues they just expect all the 
issues to be fixed.   
 
Mr. McKay noted that Urbandale still needs to run an official plan by the council.  Mr. 
Cubit noted that the first thing to do is to have the plan in place.       

 
8.  Temporary Sidewalk Accommodation Ordinances  

 
Staff discussed the recent article published in the Des Moines Register concerning the 
recent sidewalk closures in Des Moines.  The Register approached staff and asked if 
communities had ordinances to address temporary sidewalk closures.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding temporary sidewalk closures.  Committee members noted 
that these cases are typically handled on a case-by-case basis, and they don’t have 
formal ordinances addressing this issue.   
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9.  The Tomorrow Plan: Implementation Phase 
 

Staff provided an overview of the plans for The Tomorrow Plan year two 
implementation.   
 

 
10.  Next Meeting Date 

 
1:30 p.m., Monday, December 7, 2015 

 
11.  Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:21 p.m. 


