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MEETING MINUTES 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Transportation Technical Committee Planning 

Subcommittee 10:00 a.m., Monday, January 11, 2016 
Des Moines Area MPO Meeting Mead Conference Room 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Members Present: 

Jim Tishim, DART 

Mike Ludwig, City of Des Moines 

David Wilwerding, City of Johnston 

Bret VandeLune, Polk County  

Kara Tragesser, City of West Des Moines 

Members Absent: 

Ben Champ, City of Pleasant Hill 

Brad Deets, City of Waukee 

Staff Present: 

Zach Young, Principal Planner 

Gunnar Olson, Communications Manager 

1. Call to Order

Bret VandeLune called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

2. Approval of Agenda

Subcommittee members voted to approve the meeting agenda.

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes

Subcommittee members voted to approve the November 2, 2015, meeting minutes.

4. City of Des Moines Future Land Use Map

Mike Ludwig and Bob Blanchard provided an overview of the City of Des Moines comprehensive

plan update.  Mr. Blanchard provided a detailed overview of the proposed land use map.  Mr.

Blanchard noted that the future land use map focuses on developing along corridors and is the City

of Des Moines implementation of the nodes and corridors aspect of The Tomorrow Plan.  Mr.

Blanchard reviewed various areas on the map where changes in land use are being proposed.  Mr.

Blanchard gave special attention to areas boarding adjacent communities.

Mr. Ludwig noted that in the past the City’s future land use map basically mirrored the existing

conditions.  This iteration of the map is attempting to identify what land uses are desired for the

future and put them on the map as part of the comprehensive plan development process.

Mr. VandeLune asked if there would be design guidelines introduced as part of the process.  Mr.

Ludwig noted that changing the land uses would go a long way in address some of the design
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challenges the City has faced in the past (i.e. trying to get mixed use in a highway commercial 

zone). 

Staff asked if the future land use map was taking into account the possibility of the Southwest 

Connector extending to downtown Des Moines.  Mr. Ludwig stated that the City is holding off on 

land use changes along this corridor until the completion of the Transportation Master Plan.  

The question was asked if the City of Des Moines had received any comments on the Southeast 

Connector extension to the bypass.  Mr. Ludwig noted that some areas would probably 

generate a lot of discussion, especially the Chesterfield Neighborhood.  

Mr. VandeLune asked how the City plans to make sure that accessory dwelling units are 

implemented appropriately. Mr. Ludwig noted that a lot of discussion will need to occur during the 

development code update regarding accessory dwelling units.  Mr. Ludwig stated that there will 

most likely be a lot size restriction attached to this as well as design standards.   

5. Fiscal Year 2017 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Development

Staff presented the draft UPWP and requested that committee members provide suggestions on

work elements to include in the work program.

6. Calendar Year 2016 Meeting Dates

Staff discussed potential meeting dates for the upcoming calendar year.

7. Other Non-Action Items of Interest

8. Next Meeting Date

Date and time to be determined.

9. Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m.


