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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Transportation Technical Committee Planning Subcommittee 

10:00 a.m., Monday, December 19, 2016 
Des Moines Area MPO Meeting Mead Conference Room 

Des Moines, Iowa 
 

 
Members Present: 
Mike Ludwig, City of Des Moines 
David Wilwerding, City of Johnston 
Ben Champ, City of Pleasant Hill 
Bret VandeLune, Polk County  
Kara Tragesser, City of West Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
Brad Deets, City of Waukee 
 
Others Present:  
Juan Cadenillas, Polk County Health Department 
 
Staff Present: 
Zach Young, Principal Planner 
Teva Dawson, Senior Planner  
Andrew Collings, Associate Planner 
Mike Armstrong, Associate Planner 
Marcus Coenen, Associate Planner 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 
Ben Champ called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda 

 
Subcommittee members voted to approve the meeting agenda. 
 

3.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

Subcommittee members voted to approve the October 17, 2016, meeting minutes.   
  

4.  Food Truck Policies 
 

Staff provided an overview of the research they conducted regarding food truck policies.  Staff 
reviewed a document they prepared that covered a variety of different issues to explore when 
preparing a food truck policy.  These included ways to streamline the process, recommended costs 
for permits, how to address trucks in the public Right-of-Way, how to address food trucks at 
special events, in public parks, and on private property.  The document also covered health and 
safety concerns and recommendations for the applications process.     
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Discussion ensued regarding the various aspects of food truck policies and how each community 
has different needs when it comes to addressing food trucks.     
 
Mr. Champ noted that the City of Clive ordinance is pretty far along and asked the Clive 
Representatives if there was anything else they hoped to get out of the MPO’s work on food 
trucks.  
 
The Clive Representatives noted that they wanted the pitfalls to be pointed out to them so they 
can avoid making similar mistakes when they roll out their process.  Staff noted that it makes 
sense for Clive to use the MPO recommendation so if they experience push back from their council 
they can point to the research compiled by the MPO.    
 
Mike Ludwig noted that a major issue that the City of Des Moines experience with food trucks 
was the requirement for grease traps.  Mr. Ludwig encourage others to focus on best practices 
when implementing food truck policies.   
 
Brett VandeLune noted that one issue they have experience in Polk County is food trucks staying 
in one location for extended periods.  Mr. VandeLune noted that this causes issues when picnic 
tables start showing up and taking up parking spaces.  Brad Deets shared this concern of how to 
keep the trucks mobile and not staying in same place.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the issue of how to address food trucks not staying in one place for 
extended periods and other issues that should be included in the ordinance.   

 
5.  Fiscal Impact Model 

 
Staff provided an overview of the fiscal impact model they had developed using Envision Tomorrow and 
provided a demonstration of the tool.  
 
The consensus from the committee was that the tool has a lot of potential for communities.    

 
6.  Pavement Condition Report 

 
Staff provided an overview of the pavement condition report.   

 
7.  Other Non-Action Items of Interest  

 
None.  

 
8.  Next Meeting Date 

 
March 20, 2017, at 10:00 a.m.  

 
9.  Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:58 a.m. 
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