
9 Conclusion 
 
The HY 2035 MTP provides an inventory of the MPA’s existing conditions; 

forecasts the MPA’s future conditions; identifies goals and objectives for the future 
transportation system; analyzes the current system to determine areas of need; identifies 
projects, strategies, and initiatives to improve the system; identifies financial resources 
available to implement the proposed projects; and, identifies potential impacts and 
mitigation strategies to the natural and the human environment.  Chapter 9 discusses 
overall findings from developing the HY 2035 MTP; identifies steps for the Des Moines 
Area MPO to implement, monitor, and update the HY 2035 MTP; and identifies potential 
future challenges and potential future opportunities for the Des Moines Area MPO. 
 
 
9.1 FINDINGS 
 

Developing the HY 2035 MTP has brought many changes to the local 
transportation planning process.  In comparing the HY 2035 MTP to the HY 2030 LRTP, 
one observes the following changes/differences between the two documents: 

 
• The HY 2030 LRTP, like the HY 2035 MTP, included goals and 

objectives.  Unlike the HY 2030 LRTP’s goals and objectives, the HY 
2035 MTP’s goals and objectives result from a collaborative effort among 
the Des Moines Area MPO, the Des Moines Area MPO’s roundtables and 
working groups, and the public.  Also unlike the HY 2030 LRTP, the HY 
2035 MTP’s goals and objectives are referred to and used frequently 
throughout this document. 

• Using the REMI econometric model resulted in lower population and 
lower employment growth forecasts for the HY 2035 MTP compared to a 
locally developed forecast for the HY 2030 LRTP.  The HY 2035 MTP 
growth scenario contains 94,000 fewer persons and 70,000 fewer jobs than 
does the HY 2030 LRTP.  These adjusted population and employment 
forecasts, combined with an advanced and improved travel demand 
modeling process, results in lower future traffic projections and, therefore, 
lower travel demand placed on the MPA’s street and highway system. 

• The HY 2035 MTP analyzes the existing transportation system against the 
MTP’s goals and objectives in order to identify transportation system 
deficiencies.  The HY 2030 LRTP did not include a comparable chapter. 

• The HY 2035 MTP still is heavily focused on street and highway capital 
improvements.  However, the MTP, and transportation planning process to 
develop this MTP, included more consideration of other transportation 
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modes (i.e., bicycle and pedestrian, public transportation, rail, air, and 
freight) and more CMP integration than did the HY 2030 LRTP. 

• The HY 2035 MTP introduces the concept of “illustrative 
projects/corridors for preservation” to the Des Moines Area MPO’s 
transportation planning process.  The Des Moines Area MPO identifying 
such projects and corridors will communicate long-range transportation 
plans beyond this MTP’s horizon year.  Identifying such “illustrative 
projects/corridors for preservation” provides plan transparency to the 
public and provides a background for understanding additional funding 
requirements necessary to implement proposed and future transportation 
system improvements.  The HY 2030 LRTP did not attempt to include 
“illustrative projects/corridors for preservation” in that plan. 

• The HY 2035 MTP, unlike the HY 2030 LRTP, identifies priority 
projects.  This Des Moines Area MPO project priority identification 
informs those involved with the Des Moines Area MPO what projects are 
important from a regional perspective, from a transportation system 
perspective, and should be given strong consideration for the Des Moines 
Area MPO’s STP funds or any funding stream available to implement 
these defined priority projects. 

• Using SAFETEA-LU transportation planning requirements and through 
the Des Moines Area MPO’s Stakeholders Working Group, the HY 2035 
MTP includes a stronger consideration for the natural and the human 
environment, beyond what was accomplished and was included in the HY 
2030 LRTP; 

• The HY 2035 MTP’s fiscal capacity assessment has been more rigorous 
than that included in the HY 2030 LRTP.  By conducting this more 
rigorous fiscal capacity assessment, the Des Moines Area MPO now has 
the ability to identify opportunities to make changes, if warranted, to the 
MPO’s current project funding practices. 

• The HY 2035 MTP, unlike the HY 2030 LRTP, includes more input into 
this document’s development from the Des Moines Area MPO’s 
roundtables, subcommittees, working groups, and from the public. 

 
 
9.2 MOVING FORWARD 
 
Upon adopting the newly developed HY 2035 MTP, the Des Moines Area MPO moves 
to plan monitoring and to plan updates, as needed, to ensure project implementation 
consistency with the MTP and to track how well the MTP’s assumptions fit with the 
changing socioeconomic data conditions.  The following steps illustrate how the Des 
Moines Area MPO implements, monitors, and updates, as needed, the HY 2035 MTP: 
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• Reviewing funding policies and practices, to ensure the MPO efficiently 
and effectively programs available transportation funds;  

• Receiving REMI forecasts annually and reviewing the new forecast data 
against the HY 2035 MTP’s growth scenario assumptions, identifying any 
changes needed to forecasted employment and/or population assignments; 

• Updating the travel demand model annually, as updated model inputs 
become available; 

• Tracking transportation system performance in terms of meeting the HY 
2035 MTP’s goals and objectives, with MOEs existing for some 
objectives, while other MOEs will need to be developed to monitor how 
the MTP’s datasets are performing over time. 

• Comparing “real world” data to forecast data, as that “real world” 
becomes available, such as traffic counts, pavement conditions, or 
demographic changes. 

• Incorporating additional studies and plans into the HY 2035 MTP, where 
applicable, such as updated member government comprehensive plans, 
strategic transit plans, or intercity passenger rail studies. 
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