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Primary Sponsor Altoona
Project Title 8th St. SW Reconstruction
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

US 65 to Venbury Dr.

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $18,700,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1,500,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

City of Altoona CIP FY 17/18    $250,000
City of Altoona CIP FY 18/19    $1,500,000
City of Altoona CIP FY 19/20    $4,500,000
City of Altoona CIP FY 20/21    $3,000,000
Funds would come by the Sale of G.O. Bonds by the City of Altoona

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

Yes

How many consecutive 
years will funding be 
requested?

3 Years

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$9,350,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

This project is a pavement preservation project along the main east-west corridor in 
the City of Altoona.  This roadway is the primary entryway into a 125 acre retail 
shopping district that serves not just Altoona but the surrounding communities of 
Des Moines, Pleasant Hill, Carlisle, Newton, Knoxville, Eastern Polk County, Jasper, 
Warren and Monroe Counties.  8th St. SW also carries one half of the traffic 
traveling to and from the Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

This project will sustain the integrity and capacity of Altoona’s primary east-west 
corridor and maintain its level of service (LOS).  8th St. SW has 2 of the 3 route 
stops on the DART Altoona Express Route 99 and is also the eastern terminus of 
DART local route 17.  As Altoona’s primary east-west street, it is heavily relied upon 
by EMS for access to the west half of Altoona and is the primary access corridor to 
the retail shopping district for Altoona and is travelled by essentially all Altoona 
residents on a daily basis.  The shared use path will ultimately become a piece of an 
on-street connection between the Gay Lea Wilson and the Chichaqua connector 
trail and provide a safe route for elementary school children attending Willowbrook 
Elementary school.

Altoona - 8th St. SW Reconstruction
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Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

There have been signal timing and optimization improvements made to the corridor 
to maintain capacity, improve level of service (LOS) and reduce delay.  During the 
development of the retail areas along the corridor, access management principals 
were used to protect the capacity of the roadway.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

This project does not propose to add any additional thru lanes or to be an expansion 
project.  Left and right turn lanes will be reviewed along the project corridor to 
optimize capacity and adequacy.  Intersection geometries will be reviewed and 
expanded where appropriate to improve capacity and traffic flow.

Project Type Reconstruction, Intersection, Transit, Bicycle facility, Streetscape

Additional information you 
would like to share:

The 8th St. SW roadway was turned over to the City of Altoona in 1996 from the 
IDOT.  A pavement condition evaluation of the eastern portion of the project was 
completed by Terracon in November 2013 in response to pavement joint failures.  In 
June 2014, the City of Altoona hired Snyder & Associates to prepare a preliminary 
cost estimate to use for creating a multi-year budget and phasing strategy for the 
entire 8th St. SW re-construction project.  While the current roadway is a PCC 
street, the City will be evaluating and comparing both PCC and HMA pavement 
options as part of this reconstruction project .
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SCORE

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ see 

Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

c.      Improvements to turning movements

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

a.      Improvements to access management

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

TOTAL POINTS

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very poor 

condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, pullouts, 

pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

$1,500,000

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

EVALUATION CRITERIA

ALTOONA ‐ 8th Street S.W. Reconstruction

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of the 

average rainfall.

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

3



8TH ST SW
NE

 64
 ST

34
TH

 AV
E S

W

4TH ST SW

ADVENTURELAND DR

NE 41 AVE

17
TH

 AV
E N

W

VENBURY DR

34
TH

 AV
E N

W

4TH ST NW

FR
EDERICK M HUBBELL A

VE

17
TH

 AV
E S

W

E 5
6T

H 
ST

NE 55 WAY

NE
 CA

SE
BE

ER
 DR

10TH AVE NW

12
TH

 AV
E N

W

22
ND

 AV
E S

W36TH AVE SW

28
TH

 AV
E S

W

15
TH

 AV
E S

W

25
TH

 AV
E S

W

NE
 56

 ST

26
TH

 AV
E S

W

24TH ST SW

9TH AVE NW

1ST ST NW

BROOK RIDGE CT

31
ST

 AV
E S

W

6TH ST SWSPEC CASE

12
TH

 AV
E S

W2ND ST SW

E DOUGLAS AVE

10TH ST SW

17TH ST SW

SC
EN

IC
 VI

EW
 BL

VD

BR
OO

KV
IEW

 DR

3RD ST SW

11
TH

 AV
E N

W

13
TH

 AV
E N

W

5TH ST SW

7T
H A

VE
 SW

3RD ST NW

6TH ST PL SW

2ND ST NW

13
TH

 AV
E S

W

SH
RI

NE
RS

 PK
WY

19
TH

 AV
E S

W

11
TH

 AV
E S

W

VILLAGE CT

25TH AVE SW

28
TH

 AV
E S

W

10TH AVE NW

25
TH

 AV
E S

W

Altoona

Des Moines

Bondurant

°
4



Primary Sponsor Ankeny
Project Title NE 36th Street Reconstruction - Phase 2
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

From Highway 69 to NE Delaware Avenue

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $7.0 Million

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1.15 Million

Total Funding Secured $1.85 Million

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

The City of Ankeny has secured three previous STP awards for this project, totaling 
$1.85 Million.  The balance of this project shall be funded by the City as part of the 
2015-2019 Ankeny Capital Improvements Program.  

FFY 2016 STP = $700,000   
FFY 2017 STP = $400,000      
FFY 2018 STP = $750,000

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? Yes

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The NE 36th Street project has strong regional impact due to its location and the 
surrounding transportation system.  NE 36th Street Phase 2 will connect between 
the new NE 36th Street I-35 interchange and U.S. Highway 69.  Both of these 
federal routes will be fed by the improved NE 36th Street. Having NE 36th Street 
improved will provide a feeder roadway for regional traffic movement.  NE 36th 
Street is shown in the Ankeny Comprehensive Plan as a municipal arterial that will 
ultimately be extended west to U.S. Highway 415.  The City has already improved 
sections of NW 36th Street to the west of Highway 69 by completing locally-funded 
capital improvement projects in 2005, 2007 and 2013.  It is the City’s intent to 
continue improving NW 36th Street to the west as traffic volumes dictate.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

As noted above, this project is the next phase of the development of the 36th Street 
corridor that ultimately extend from Polk County west across Ankeny to Highway 415 
near Polk City.  This arterial route is part of the transportation system included in the 
Ankeny Comprehensive Plan.  36th Street intersects with Interstate 35 (at the new 
interchange), Highway 69, NW State Street and NW Irvinedale Drive. Each of these 
roadways, except Irvinedale Drive, have been reconstructed/improved in recent 
history. In summary, this link of NE 36th Street is vital to the transportation system of 
this region.

Ankeny - NE 36th Street Reconstruction - Phase 2
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Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

In 2008, the City reconstructed U.S. Highway 69 from NE 18th Street north to NE 
54th Street.  This reconstruction provided a four-lane urban roadway with ample 
capacity.  In 2012, the City finalized the construction of the I-35 NE 36th Street 
interchange project, which drastically changed the traffic patterns on the north side 
of Ankeny.  In 2013, the City completed the first phase of the NE 36th Street 
Reconstruction project.  The limits of this project were from the new interchange 
west through the intersection of NE Delaware Avenue.  This proposed Phase 2 
project extends the improved 4-lane urban roadway west to Highway 69 and will 
connect each of these previous projects to form an improved network.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

Per the IJR, the justification for the 36th Street interchange included having it in 
place before the  I-35 / First Street interchange can be reconstructed, which is now 
scheduled for 2018-2020.  There will be major traffic disruptions on East First Street 
during the interchange construction.  When this occurs, detoured traffic will need to 
use the NE 36th Street interchange and will travel west to US Highway 69 and on to 
other destinations.  This non-recurring congestion on NE 36th Street will be 
substantial.  Localized improvements to the rural 2-lane street such as signals, and 
turn lanes are not anticipated to be enough to address the traffic management 
issues during the interchange reconstruction, or to address the long-term traffic 
demands and travel times on NE 36th Street.

Project Type Road widening, Improved alignment, Reconstruction, Bridge, Intersection, Bicycle 
facility, Streetscape

Additional information you 
would like to share: Thank you for considering this application!
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Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREANKENY ‐ NE 36th Street Reconstruction

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map
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Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request (millions) $1,150,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Sponsor Ankeny
Project Title Safe Routes to School - School Zone Flashing Beacons

Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street)

At four elementary schools within Ankeny:  Southeast (SE Magazine Road), 
Crocker (SE Polk City Drive), Ashalnd Ridge (NW Ash Drive), and Rock 
Creek (NW 36th Street).

Total Estimated Project Cost $110,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $80,000

Total Funding Secured $30,000

Source of additional funds and 
local match?

The City of Ankeny's 2015-2019 Capital Improvements Program includes 
the matching $30,000.00 in traffic safety funding to complete this project.

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

No

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Safe Routes to School

Describe the local support for the 
project.

This project was proposed for inclusion in Ankeny’s Capital Improvements 
Program which was recently approved by the Ankeny City Council.  This 
project also has the strong endorsement of the Ankeny Community School 
District.  The District’s board has acknowledged the justification for these 
four beacon installations for the sake of the safety of the students who walk 
to the elementary schools.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

The proposed beacon installations will provide lower posted speed limits on 
four streets that are either adjacent to elementary schools or are near the 
schools.  This will provide a safer situation for students, as well as other 
pedestrians / bicyclists who will be crossing these streets at school start 
times and dismissal times.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

It is the intent of the City to have the beacons and related signing installed 
by utilizing a combination of TAP funding and local funding.  The local 
funding is secured as part of the Traffic Safety / Signalization Fund within 
the 2015 – 2019 Capital Improvements Program.  This project is a high 
priority for the City of Ankeny.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

The flashing beacons and associated signing will be owned and maintained 
by the City of Ankeny after installation.  All required maintenance will be 
completed by the Ankeny Public Works Department. The beacons will be 
timed and maintained by the traffic signal technicians.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

Each of the four locations is within 400 feet of an elementary school.  The 
flashing beacons will be installed on a higher-classified street (collector or 
arterial) where there is a high likelihood that school children will be crossing 
the street.  Each of these streets is an urban roadway with PCC curb and 
gutter pavement, sidewalks / trails on each side the street, proper street 
lighting and no other features present that would affect street crossings.  
Each of the four locations currently has a marked school crossing on the 
street that is utilized by the elementary- aged students who walk to school.

Ankeny - Safe Routes to School - School Zone Flashing 
Beacons
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Please describe the need for the 
project.

The need for this project is based on pedestrian safety for students of the 
Ankeny Community School District.  Each of the four proposed school 
speed zones will be installed near an elementary school on a street that 
currently has a posted speed limit that is above 25 mph.  The safety of our 
elementary school students is paramount.  One of the results of the 2009 
Ankeny Safe Routes to School Study was to encourage students to walk or 
bike to school instead of being transported by vehicle.  The Ankeny 
Community School District helped promote this concept to parents and 
students through the public notification / survey process of the SRTS 
program.  AS a result, this process helped to increase the number of 
students walking to school.  Having these reduced zones in place during 
school start and dismissal times will help to continue to insure safety for 
these students, parents and others who have taken the positive step to 
walk or bike to school vs. utilizing vehicular transportation.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

Since this is not a trail project, it does not have a direct relationship with 
other projects.  However, this project is a direct compliment of the Ankeny 
Safe Routes to School Study that was completed by the City of Ankeny in 
2009.  The four flashing beacon installations also fit well within the Ankeny 
transportation system.  Reducing the speed limit on these streets during the 
times that students are walking to/from school is a safety benefit.  However, 
only having the reduces speed zones in place during other times of the day 
helps to preserve proper traffic movement on these collector routes.  The 
locations of these flashing beacons are also coordinated with the current 
and future school boundaries of the Ankeny Community School District.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

Each of the four sets of flashing beacons will be installed within street right-
of-way that is held by fee title.  No easements or property acquisitions will 
be needed to complete the project.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The intent of the City is to have the four sets of flashing beacons installed 
as soon as possible.  It would be preferable to have the installations in 
place for the start of the fall, 2015 school year.  Having these installed as 
soon as possible will provide the higher level of safety for the elementary 
school students.  Thus, pending approval of this TAP application, it is the 
intent of the City to ask that the 2019 funding be advanced to the current 
year’s funding cycle.  It is our understanding that this should be possible, 
given the relatively low level of requested funding.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

This project is not anticipated to have a direct impact on economic 
development or tourism.  However, there is an indirect benefit.  Providing 
safety for school students is part of the positive culture and environment 
that creates and maintains the attractive nature of living and working in 
Ankeny.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

Earlier this year, the City of Ankeny formulated a policy that addresses the 
preservation of pedestrian safety on streets near our elementary schools 
that carry a posted speed greater than 25 miles per hour.  The policy was 
created as an extension of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
and the 2009 Ankeny Safe Routes to School Study.  This policy established 
the need for these four flashing beacon installations.  The Ankeny City 
Council approved this policy by resolution on January 5, 2015.  A copy of 
the policy is being submitted with the application.  Thank you for 
considering this important project.
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Sponsor Bondurant
Project Title US 65 / Lincoln Street Underpass
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) Intersection of Lincoln Street and US 65 in Bondurant

Total Estimated Project Cost $1,330,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $250,000

Total Funding Secured $330,000
Source of additional funds and 
local match? The additional funds will be secured or committed by the City of Bondurant.

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? Yes

How many consecutive years will 
funding be requested? 2 Years

What is the total anticipated TAP 
funding request over the multiple 
years?

$500,000

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Pedestrian Facility

Describe the local support for the 
project.

Many groups within the City of Bondurant are supporters of this vital 
connection. These groups include school administration, specific school's 
staffs and school board members as well as law enforcement officers, local 
elected officials, local businesses and chamber members, land 
owners/developers, local bicycle clubs and parents and residents of 
Bondurant. Letters of support are attached to this application.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

This project will serve the community in multiple ways. These benefits 
include safer routes to the schools that are found west of the high speed 
highway (US 65) and a growing area of Bondurant, a facility that will 
encourage multi-modal transportation as well as overall wellness of 
residents. The City has also seen a new grocer open its doors recently. 
This is a quality of life issue as many towns the size of Bondurant struggle 
to have its own grocery store. The easier access is to the grocer by all its 
residents, the better the chances are of this business surviving.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The City's financial plan includes a mix of grants and local funds. The City 
is requesting multi-year awards to add to the previously awarded SRTS 
dollars and the City funds that are being secured/committed to the project. 
Design contract is approved and will start soon and will adhere to the critical 
dates and submittals of the DOT funding and letting schedules. Currently, 
the City has secured $330,000 in awards and is committing to 
finding/securing the balance of the project budget. The TAP funds are 
being requested over a two year award.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

The maintenance of the underpass and walk connections will lye entirely 
with the City of Bondurant.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

This project site was selected due to the growing population and residential 
base south and east of US 65 along Lincoln Street. Lincoln Street is the 
main connecting street and most direct route to the schools and other 
critical civic services located north and west of the highway.

Bondurant - US 65/Lincoln Street Underpass
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Please describe the need for the 
project.

If one lives in the neighborhoods south and east of Hwy 65, there is no safe 
pedestrian, ADA compliant or bicycle access to the north and west side of 
the highway. In this location, US Hwy 65 is a four lane divided high speed 
travel way with limited situations where traffic is slowed to a manageable 
speed for pedestrians to judge and negotiate the longer crossings from 
outside-shoulder to outside-shoulder.  The only signalized intersection in 
the proximity of the proposed underpass is at Grant Street and US 65. This 
crossing is 2200 feet away from the proposed underpass, which is more 
centrally located to the residential properties that provide a safer, slower 
environment for school-aged children to walk along. NE 70th Avenue is a 
rural road with no walks and higher traveled speeds.  Total crossing 
distance of US 65 is 155 ft including 4-12 ft travel lanes, a left turn lane, a 
rural median and wide granular shoulders. This would take nearly 40 
seconds to cross. In 2012, US 65 had 11,000 VPD just south of Lincoln 
Street SE.  The posted and travel speeds  are 55 MPH (Travel speeds are 
likely higher due to grades for southbound traffic and northbound vehicles 
are heading out of town into a freeway (65 MPH) situation.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

This project would be an excellent tie to both the Gay Lea Wilson and 
Chichaqua Valley trails that serve the entire metro area of Des Moines.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

Some easements will be required for the project. The fee title purchases 
will be minimized through the use of retaining walls. Adjacent property 
owners have been receptive to preliminary discussions. Acquisition will not 
commence until design is far enough along (preliminary plans) to establish 
full needs.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The continuing growth of the residential areas that are separated by the 
highway pressures the City and its residents to deal with the challenges of 
having a high speed, at grade access controlled facility through its 
boundaries.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Directly adjacent to the intersection on the west side is a convenience store 
that serves the entire area and commuters. A new grocery store was 
opened in the spring of 2014 and draws from the entire community and 
even wider. Currently, walking or bicycling to these stores is not an option. 
Other uses that would have better access with the project in place are the 
banks, the post office, the library, City Hall, City parks as well as places of 
worship, etc. As mentioned above, this will also connect residents to the 
regional trails in the Bondurant plans.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

A very large percent of students in the Bondurant school system live within 
the no busing limits and are encouraging students to walk or bike to school. 
This would keep+A1:B49 them active and healthy and reduce congestion at 
the schools during drop off and pick up times.
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Sponsor Bondurant
Project Title Gay Lea Wilson Trail--East, Segment 3
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) Trailhead on Main Street, SE to Brick Street, SE

Total Estimated Project Cost $1.7 million for Segments 2, 3, 4
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $425,000

Total Funding Secured $85,000

Source of additional funds and 
local match?

Prairie Meadows Community Betterment Grant and Private Contributor
The City of Bondurant is funding the design costs for the project.  A
A private contributor has agreed to contribute up to $100,00 toward this 
project.

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

No

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 10 feet wide
Pavement material Concrete
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 6 inches

Sub-base material soil-aggregate
Sub-base depth in inches? 12 inches
Project length in miles? 4,500 feet
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? Yes

Describe the local support for the 
project.

Bondurant residents are enthused about the trails and sidewalks which 
have been built in the last 10 years. People are excited about the 
completion of the Chichaqua Valley Trail connections to the east in 2014 
and to the west in 2015. The City has spent over $1 million of its own funds 
on trails and trailhead-related expenses. This would not have occurred if 
residents did not support expansion of Bondurant's sidewalk and trail 
connections. Segment 3 will open up neighborhoods and businesses to 
residents for whom walking and bicycling are an important and sometimes 
prime means of transportation. 
A local organization, Biking Bondu, has been able to introduce people to the 
fun of exercising on the trail system through their annual Biking Bondu Bike 
Ride which registered 208 riders and 33 runners/walkers in 2014 for a 
casual bike ride and 5K. This event has been used to raise funds to support 
the trail system in Bondurant.  This year the organization contributed funds 
to purchase a bike repair station, bike racks and a windsock for the 
Regional Trailhead Depot.
It should also be noted that a private party has agreed to contribute 
$100,000 toward completing this trail segment.

Bondurant - Gay Lea Wilson Trail - East, Segment 3
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Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

The City’s 2013  Park, Trail and Greenway Master Plan supports Gay Lea 
Wilson Trail East, Segment 3, because it will connect neighborhoods and 
encourage nonmotorized transportation. Segment 3 will open the City and 
its amenities to people of all ages and to those who are unable to drive, 
prefer not to drive or can’t afford the costs of an automobile. This trail will 
support joggers, commuters, dog-walkers, cyclists, casual walkers and 
serious athletes.
The increased safety afforded by this trail will encourage students to walk 
or cycle to the local schools which allow another opportunity for these 
students to exercise. They will also be able to ride safely to City Park and 
spend time outside playing with friends and family.
Additionally, this trail opens a route for residents traveling from the public 
library or post office at the north end of the trail to the bank or grocery store 
at the south end.  People choosing to walk or bike to these civic amenities 
or businesses now must travel along Grant Street, the main north / south 
route through Bondurant. This route is not designed for pedestrian travel 
and is not a recommended route for walkers or riders.
In Bondurant, the City Recreation Department uses the trails for walking 
and running programs, which have more participants every year. These 
programs include Walking Club, Yoga by Lake Petocka, Couch to 5K and 
Mayor’s Bike Ride all of which are open to residents and make use of the 
City’s greenways and trail system.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The City of Bondurant has grant money available for this project and a 
commitment from a private party to contribute up to $100,000.  Additionally, 
the City  contracted with Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. to design the project in this 
application. Engineering design costs were funded entirely with City of 
Bondurant bond proceeds.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

The City of Bondurant has spent over $1.1 million on trail construction in 
the last five years. Development and maintenance of the trail system is a 
top priority for the City of Bondurant. The City of Bondurant employs three 
full-time employees who are assigned to maintain trails and an additional 
employee who maintains trails, parks and other City amenities.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

The proposed trail route has many benefits. The project will strengthen the 
neighborhoods it passes through and improve the safety and convenience 
of  biking or walking through those areas. The 3,000 feet of concrete trail on 
the Grant Street right-of-way will allow students to travel safely to Bondurant 
Middle School and the two elementary schools and provide access to local 
businesses and civic organizations.
Grant Street is a major north / south route through Bondurant which is not 
designed for pedestrian travel and is not a safe route for walkers or cyclists.  
The trail will improve not only nonmotorized travel along the street but also 
the appearance of a main entry to the City.
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Please describe the need for the 
project.

Segment 3 addresses many needs for residents. During the school year, 
Grant Street is congested with traffic from parents dropping off students.  
Because this trail passes one block from Bondurant Middle School and the 
two elementary schools students will be encouraged to walk or bike to 
school. which should ease some of the traffic.
This project also answers a need for residents who don’t have a car and 
need to reach local amenities or run errands.  Improving the walkability of 
Bondurant allows every resident to feel welcome and to participate in the 
local community.
Completing this gap will allow residents to commute to nearby communities 
by trail. This future connection to Altoona will use a grade-separated 
crossing of U.S. Hwy. 65 through a box culvert under the highway. From 
there the trail will follow Mud Creek through rolling farm fields to Interstate 
80, a distance of about 1.25 miles.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

This segment is designated as a trail gap  as shown on the MPO Region 
Trail Gaps map. Bondurant Segment 3 is also an important missing 
component of the Central Iowa Trail Loop and the Central Iowa Trails 
Network.
This project fits the goals of CONNECT: Central Iowa Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Transportation Action Plan 2020 by increasing connection points 
between activity nodes, providing a cohesive connected walkable 
pedestrian environment for all users and increasing access to bicycle-
friendly facilities such as the Trailhead Depot in downtown Bondurant which 
will provide a bike repair station, restrooms, tables for sitting and resting 
and parking.  The segment will connect to the City Park Shelter which will 
have a similar design with restrooms in addition to a playground and 
relaxing landscaping.
The Plan also encourages joining bikeways to priority destinations such 
schools, employment centers and shopping destinations which is the 
primary outcome of this project.  Students will be able to walk or cycle 
safely to Bondurant Middle School and the two elementary schools. 
Residents can ride or walk to the Community Library and other civic 
amenities and businesses  because this segment will complete a vital 
connection.  
Additionally, as noted above, this segment supports the Central Iowa Trail 
System by eliminating a gap and creating an uninterrupted trail system 
which is also an important objective in the CONNECT action plan.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way. This trail will be built entirely on existing street right-of-way.
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Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The Gay Lea Wilson Trail, East Segment 3 is an important trail from a local, 
regional and statewide perspective. The trail will provide a safer route for 
students traveling to and from Bondurant Middle School and the two 
elementary schools.  It will also provide a route to Brick Street Market & 
Café, Legacy Bank and Casey’s General Store. People choosing to walk or 
bike to these businesses now must travel along Grant Street,  a route that 
is not designed for pedestrian travel and is not a safe route for walkers or 
riders.
Regionally, Segment 3 connects with other significant regional trails 
including the High Trestle Trail, the Gay Lea Wilson Trail between Ankeny 
and Des Moines, the Chichaqua Valley Trail and the Oralabor Gateway 
Trail in Ankeny.
For Iowa users, Segment 3 completes another portion of the Central Iowa 
Trail Loop, designated one of five Trails of Statewide Significance in a 2000 
study by the Iowa Department of Transportation.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Many Bondurant businesses will benefit from this trail connection. Founders 
Irish Pub in downtown Bondurant opened in 2012 in part because of the 
City’s commitment to completing the Chichaqua Valley Trail connections 
east and west of Bondurant. The Bondurant Segment 3 of Gay Lea Wilson 
Trail, East, the subject of this application, is located next to Founders.  
Other businesses on or near this trail section include the Brick Street 
Market and Café, Legacy Bank and a Casey’s convenience store. 
As downtown continues to develop, the business development in Bondurant 
will grow.  Possible businesses include bike shops, ice cream or coffee 
shops and other businesses geared toward recreational consumers.
This segment will open up recreation and travel to many communities in 
East Polk County and to many significant trails in the state. Gay Lea Wilson 
Trail, East is recognized by Polk County as a Major Multi-Use Trail. Its 
completion will contribute to an increase in bicycle and pedestrian use for 
both work and recreational trip purposes. As gaps like Segment 3 are 
closed, this will produce greater connectivity that is needed to serve 
commuters.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

The City of Bondurant’s 2030 Comprehensive Plan (2012) identified green 
infrastructure as a priority for Bondurant.  The City’s 2013 Park, Trail and 
Greenway Master Plan supports trails such as Segment 3 Gay Lea Wilson 
Trail, East because it will connect neighborhoods and promote active living 
and allow for greater appreciation of natural amenities. One of the City’s 
goals is to encourage transportation alternatives for community members 
by maintaining and expanding the trail network and where possible, link 
destination areas (schools, Main Street, parks and neighborhoods) by the 
trail system and tie the local trail system to regional trail networks. 
Gay Lea Wilson Trail, East serves the community by allowing people in 
residential areas to access the Bondurant City Center, Post Office and 
Bondurant Community Library at the north end of the trail and travel to 
businesses located on Main Street and to Bondurant Middle School and the 
two elementary schools. The trail will also provide a route to Brick Street 
Market and Café, Legacy Bank and Casey’s General Store. Eventually 
people will be able to commute to Altoona on the Mud Creek Trail.
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Sponsor Bondurant
Project Title Main Street. Streetscape Completion
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) Railroad Street, SE to 2nd Street, NE

Total Estimated Project Cost $450,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $360,000

Total Funding Secured $0
Source of additional funds and 
local match? City of Bondurant Road Use Fund Contribution FFY19

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Streetscape

Existing street trees? No
Proposed street trees? No
Does the project use green 
infrastructure to manage 1 1/4 
inches of rainfall?

Yes

Describe how the project uses 
green infrastructure to manage 1 
1/4 inches of rainfall?

A stormwater detention area/bioswale will be installed in either the east or 
west road right-of-way upstream of the storm sewer intake.

Does the project use traffic 
calming measures? No

Describe the local support for the 
project.

The City of Bondurant City Council has adopted a Resolution supporting 
this application.  Two local development groups have also issued letters of 
support for the project.  Five buildings adjacent to the 2009 project have 
been sold and remodeled following completion of the 2009 work.  One other 
building has been remodeled.  This shows confidence in the future of 
downtown Bondurant and proves that the substantial $1,028,387 
investment the City made in 2009 is a viable economic development project 
for the City.  This work was completed exclusively with City of Bondurant 
funds.  Completing the remaining one block section will result in more new 
construction activity.  The City regularly receives positive comments about 
the 2009 work.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

Other than Grant Street, Main St. is the only north/south road through the 
core of area of Bondurant.  Main St. is an alternate traffic route for 
north/south traffic.  In 2012, a section of the Chichaqua Valley Trail was 
built on the east Main St. ROW.  This trail now serves a significant number 
of pedestrians and bicyclists.  The trail was built to allow for reconstruction 
of Main St. without disturbing the trail.  Bondurant residents use this trail 
section for recreation, traveling to schools and work and as a non-vehicular 
way to reach the Bondurant City Hall, Post Office and library.  In 2013, the 
City built the attractive Bondurant Regional Trailhead Depot on the frontage 
of this section of Main St.  The Bondurant Public Safety Building which 
houses the Bondurant Fire Department and EMS Services also has an 
access on this section of Main St.

Bondurant - Main Street Streetscape Completion
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Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The City of Bondurant is conducting a special census in September 2015.  
The City expects a population increase of approximately 1,000 people, 
which will increase the total population to between 4,800 and 5,000.  This 
increase is expected to generate approximately $100,000 in new Road Use 
Funds annually.  A portion of these funds will be used to provide the 20% 
local match requirement.  Match funds should be available in local fiscal 
year 2017 and thereafter.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

The proposed section of streetscape will be maintained in the same 
manner that the 2009 work is maintained.  The City hires two seasonal 
workers each year.  A portion of their duties involves landscape 
maintenance including  fertilizing, weeding and watering streetscape 
vegetation areas.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

This section of Main St. is one of only two streets that runs through the core 
area of Bondurant.  It sees significant use by through traffic, bicyclists and 
pedestrians accessing the public buildings and retail areas downtown, 
members of the Bondurant Emergency Services Department and by people 
who live in the residential areas adjacent to the downtown.  Main St. is also 
used to access City Park, the city's main central community park.  Traffic 
on this street is expected to increase as Bondurant continues to grow.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

Bondurant is continuing to work on improving the visual aesthetics of the 
community.  Much has been done in this area including improved 
community entry features, removal of junk vehicles, construction of the 
Bondurant Regional Trailhead and City purchase and cleanup of a junk 
yard/truck repair business.  The 2009 streetscape project was another 
significant visual improvement for Bondurant.  The project described in this 
application completes the Main St. streetscape plan.  This section of Main 
St. is very visible for 2nd St. NE/NW, the main east/west road through 
Bondurant, and is also the site of a new dental office building currently 
under construction.  Completing this streetscape should generate additional 
new construction on vacant portions of Main St.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The City of Bondurant Comprehensive Plan completed in May 2012 calls 
for increased emphasis on downtown redevelopment.  This streetscape 
work is consistent with direction set out in the Comprehensive Plan.  The 
Tomorrow Plan, a regional development plan for 2050 Greater Des Moines, 
encourages walkable development practices using nodes and corridors.  
The streetscape area in this application borders on downtown Bondurant 
and will likely become part of what people consider the downtown when it is 
built out.  The City supports the downtown’s designation as a commercial 
development node.  Downtown Bondurant is within one mile of 90% of 
Bondurant residences and can be easily accessed by trails and sidewalks 
from the north, east, south and west.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

The project will be built entirely on existing Main St. ROW.  No new 
additional ROW or easements are needed.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

A portion of the property adjacent to the streetscape location is vacant.  
One building adjacent to the streetscape is under construction now.  It will 
be easier to install the streetscape prior to construction of additional 
commercial buildings.  A preliminary site plan has been prepared for the 
current vacant area.  This shows that the property owner intends to 
construct buildings in this area as soon as market conditions permit.  Street 
construction adjacent to existing businesses is never popular, so it would 
be best to install the streetscape before more buildings are built adjacent to 
the street.  Having the streetscape in place will also make the adjacent 
property more desirable for commercial development.
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Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

As stated above, Main St. is adjacent to the Chichaqua Valley Trail.  The 
trail connection east to the original CVT was completed in August 2014.  
The trail connection west to the Gay Lea Wilson Trail and other Des Moines 
metro area trails will be completed in April 2015.  As a result of these 
connections, activity on the Chichaqua Valley Trail is projected to increase 
significantly in 2015 and beyond.  The streetscape location is also adjacent 
to the Bondurant Regional Trailhead which is the connection point between 
CVT proposed location of the Gay Lea Wilson Trail  - East between 
Bondurant and Altoona.  Design work for the Gay Lea Wilson trail is 
occurring at this time.  Funding is also being sought.  Construction of the 
first section of the Gay Lea Wilson Trail is expected in the next one or two 
years.  Also as stated above, the streetscape is adjacent to vacant 
commercially zoned property.  Having the streetscape in place will help 
promote build out of this vacant property.
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Primary Sponsor Clive
Project Title Little Walnut Creek Trail Extension
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) From Alice's Road west to the center of Section 22

Total Estimated Project Cost $650,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $300,000

Total Funding Secured 0
Source of additional funds and 
local match? N/A

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 10
Pavement material Asphalt
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 5

Sub-base material granular
Sub-base depth in inches? 6
Project length in miles? 0.8
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? No

Describe the local support for the 
project.

The Greenbelt Trail system in Clive is a focal point of the community. Local 
support is high whenever opportunities arise to expand or add to the 
system.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

Shared-use path used primarily by adjacent residents for recreation and/or 
commuting.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

Alternative funding opportunities will be explored as the design and 
construction timeframes approach. Local funding will cover any remaining  
costs.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

Similar to existing trail sections, city staff will perform routine maintenance 
as needed to the trail surface.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site. Emerging development area (primarily residential).

Please describe the need for the 
project.

Will provide recreation and commuting (school and work) options to area 
residents.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

Touches on Mobilizing Tomorrow initiatives of creating walkable 
communities and expanding natural resource areas while also providing 
connectivity to trail systems (existing and proposed) in both Waukee and 
Urbandale.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

The property needed to construct the proposed improvements has been 
previously acquired in fee title with REAP funding.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

Largely dependent on the development of the surrounding areas. The 
Waukee Community School District will be constructing an elementary 
school immediately south of the project area scheduled to open in the fall of 
2016.

Clive - Little Walnut Creek Trail Extension
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Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Provides expansion of an already existing system and connectivity to trail 
systems in other communities.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

An executed city resolution suporting this application will be forwarded to 
the MPO in the near future.
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Primary Sponsor DART
Project Title Purchase DART Replacement Buses
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Des Moines Area

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $3,255,763

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1,300,000

Total Funding Secured $1,955,763
Source of additional funds 
and local match?

Budgeted FTA 5307 formula funds - $1,386,149 and Budgeted DART Local funding 
for capital - $569,614

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

Public transit is an integral strategy of the MPO’s Tomorrow Plan for developing 
transportation choices in the Des Moines region. The latest VMT report shows that 
people are driving less while the use of alternative modes are increasing. DART 
provided 4.3 million trips on fixed-route services last year, a 6.8% increase over the 
preceding year. Yet the benefits of public transit go beyond services provided to 
passengers, as public transit reduces congestion and the need for costly 
infrastructure expansion, helps cities maintain air quality standards, promotes 
economic opportunities, and drives community growth and revitalization. The 
procurement of buses is costly, yet essential, if DART is to provide a safe and 
efficient service that meets the needs of the growing Des Moines region.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Investments in public transit are supported in multiple regional plans for the Des 
Moines area, either directly as in Mobilizing Tomorrow, or indirectly as part of a 
greater sustainability effort such as in Capital Crossroads. DART’s long-range plan, 
DART Forward, outlined phased improvements to transit services starting in 2012 
with the opening of DART Central Station. Our current project builds on the 
momentum of the DART Forward improvements by advocating for consistent annual 
fleet replacements, which are desperately needed for the 45 heavy-duty buses 
already beyond useful life.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

DART worked with the City of Des Moines (and Polk County) on the development of 
the transit hub, in addition to service improvements along the Ingersoll and 
University corridors. The city has already made infrastructure investments along 
Ingersoll in anticipation of DART’s proposed bus rapid transit line, which is currently 
awaiting federal funding.  DART is also supporting the city’s plan for the SW 9th 
Street corridor, which is identified as a potential bus rapid transit line.

DART - Purchase DART Replacement Buses
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

This is a replacement project.

Project Type Transit

Additional information you 
would like to share:

The project is for the purchase of 40' heavy-duty transit vehicles with a useful life of 
12 years. The buses designated for replacement with FFY2019 funds are 2002 and 
2003 models and delivery typically takes 12 months, which will make these buses 
over 17 years old at time of replacement.
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Primary Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title E 29th Street Resurfacing
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Easton Blvd to Euclid Avenue

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $750,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $500,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? General Obligation Bonds

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

E 29th Street is a major collector in the Federal Functional Classification map. It 
services a large number of trips on the east side of Des Moines and north into Polk 
County. It also provides a secondary route into and out of the Iowa State 
Fairgrounds.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Maintains existing infrastructure.

Project Type Overlay/mill-and-overlay/diamond grind

Additional information you 
would like to share:

E 29th is on our Adopted Bicycle and Trail Master Plan as to have sharrows or bike 
lanes. However, the addition of on-street bike lanes would impact on-street parking. 
Therefore, further discussions with adjacent property owners and the neighborhood 
association would need to occur before committing to on-street bike lanes.

Des Moines - E 29th Street Resurfacing
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 12

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + 4

9 + ‐

10 + ‐

11 + ‐

12 + 3

20 8

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + ‐

20 12

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + 4

21 + 4

22 + 4

100 39

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREDES MOINES ‐ East 29th Street Resurfacing 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title Indianola Ave Widening - E Army Post Rd to US 69
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

E Army Post Rd to US 69

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $6,250,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1,000,000

Total Funding Secured $2,000,000
Source of additional funds 
and local match? FFY18 - $2,000,000

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

Yes

How many consecutive 
years will funding be 
requested?

2 Years

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$3,000,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? Yes

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

Indianola Avenue is a major north-south parallel roadway to US 69 through the 
south part of Des Moines. The proposed project will provide a more direct route 
from the SE area of Des Moines to the Beltway, which connects to all of the 
communities.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Provides improved transportation to a major undeveloped area of Des Moines, 
which helps develop the "Balanced Growth" scenario for the metro area.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

This project ties into the Indianola Widening Project north of Army Post Rd, which is 
planned for completion in 2016.

Des Moines - Indianola Ave Widening
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

This project helps to relieve congestion on US 69 by providing an improved parallel 
corridor.

Project Type Road widening, Reconstruction, Intersection, Bicycle facility
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 20

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 6

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 2

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 38

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREDES MOINES ‐ Indianola Avenue Widening: E. Army Post Road to US 69 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $1,000,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title Southeast Connector - SE 30th to US 65 Beltway
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

SE 30th to US 65 Beltway

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $50,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $5,000,000

Total Funding Secured $3,582,000
Source of additional funds 
and local match?

FFY17 - $2,550,000
FFY18 - $1,032,000

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

Yes

How many consecutive 
years will funding be 
requested?

+4 Years

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$20,000,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? Yes

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

When completed, the project will connect the Downtown Des Moines area with the 
Iowa 5/65 Beltway. It will provide significantly improved access to the east and 
southeast areas of Des Moines, Pleasant Hill and eastern Polk County.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

There is a lack of adequate transportation facilities in the southeast area of Des 
Moines / Pleasant Hill, which is not conducive to the area being developed to its full 
potential, which is part of the "Balanced Growth" plan for the metropolitan area.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The western segment of the SE Connector will be complete and open to traffic in 
2016 (SE 15th to SE 30th). SE 9th to SE 15th will be open to traffic in 2015.

Des Moines - Southest Connector
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

This project assisted the metropolitan area in: A.1. A.3, B.1, B.3, C.5 and C.6 as 
identified in the MPO "Congestion Management Process" (July 2013).

Project Type New road, Bridge, Interchange, Intersection, Bicycle facility
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 20

1 + ‐

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + 4

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 3

20 8

13 + 4

14 + ‐

15 + ‐

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 8

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + 4

21 + 4

22 + ‐

100 43

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREDES MOINES ‐ Southeast Connector: SE 30th Street to US 65

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $5,000,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title E 30th St Viaduct over UPRR Rehabilitation
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Dean Ave to Raccoon St

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $5,900,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1,000,000

Total Funding Secured $1,000,000
Source of additional funds 
and local match?

$1,000,000 - IDOT Bridge Rehabilitation Off System
$3,900,000 - City

What is the structural 
rating of the bridge? 36

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

This bridge provides the only grade-separated north-south corridor between E 14th 
St and the US 65 Beltway. The proposed project will allow the preservation of this 
corridor.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Maintains access between SE Connector area and east side of Des Moines, 
including Iowa State Fairgrounds.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

(1) SE Connector Project currently under construction relies on this bridge 
remaining in place.
(2) UPRR "short line" yard improvements require closing of SE 34th St. This relies 
on the E 30th Viaduct remaining in place.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

Not an expansion project

Des Moines - E 30th St Viaduct over UPRR Rehabilitation
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Additional information you 
would like to share:

SE 30th is listed to have sharrows or bike lanes as part of the City's 2011 Adopted 
Bicycle & Trail Master Plan. The City can't commit to include these facilities at this 
time, but they will be examined for inclusion in the design development of this 
bridge.
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Primary Sponsor Des Moines
Study Title Transit Oriented Development Zoning Overlay Regulations Planning Study
Total Estimated Study 
Cost

$65,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request

$50,000

Total Funding Secured $15,000

Source of additional 
funds and local match?

The secured funding is included in the existing City of Des Moines budget to develop 
a new Comprehensive Plan and rewrite the Zoning Ordinance.  Please refer to the 
City of Des Moines Capital Improvement Program 2015-2020, Miscellaneous 
Improvements, Page 6.  While $600,000 of local funding is provided, up to $300,000 
from other sources is necessary to complete the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance Project.

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
study fulfills this 
requirement.

The Tomorrow Plan, which was adopted in November, 2014, focused on the 
sustainable development of Greater Des Moines.  Structured around four goals, the 
plan envisions a future with a resilient regional economy; greater environmental 
health and access to the outdoors; the maintenance of the existing quality of life; 
and, an increased level of regional cooperation.  Building on the first goal of creating 
a resilient regional economy, a primary strategy is to develop a vibrant, walkable 
system of employment and residential activity centers with access to public 
transportation (commonly referred to as the nodes and corridors initiative).  Activity 
centers and nodes are areas of concentrated mixed use development - economic 
and cultural focal points.  Corridors are circulation routes that connect them. The 
Plan identifies several different levels of nodes within the City of Des Moines: 
Downtown, Regional, Community and Neighborhood.  The Plan encourages 
development in areas of maximum impact and connect these areas to one another 
with multimodal corridors.

The DART Forward 2035 Transit Services Plan provides a long range vision for how 
the regional transit system will develop and offers step by step directions for meeting 
that goal.  Bus transit routes, emphasizing proposed Bus Rapid Transit routes (BRT) 
combined with other major streets provide the primary corridors to connect nodes 
envisioned by The Tomorrow Plan.  Specific corridors proposed for BRT service 
within Des Moines include a University / Ingersoll Avenue loop, University Avenue, 
Douglas / Martin Luther King Jr. Way, 6th Avenue and SW 9th Street.  The 
University Avenue and Douglas Avenue corridors extend far into the western 
suburbs.

The Comprehensive Plan for the City of Des Moines, PlanDSM - Creating Our 
Tomorrow, is the City’s implementation of the Tomorrow Plan and builds on The 
Tomorrow Plan, the DART Forward 2035 Transit Services Plan and Capital 
Crossroads Vision.  Focusing on nodes that are connected with a multi-model 
transportation system of streets, transit corridors, sidewalks and bike lanes, 
PlanDSM will recommend the development of a transit oriented development (TOD) 

City of Des Moines - Planning Study
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Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and 
projects.

As noted above, this project will be an implementation tool for planning policies 
directing  growth and redevelopment to specific areas of the City, will encourage the 
use of alternative transportation modes and will be one element of providing for the 
sustainability of neighborhoods.  Encouraging mixed use development at nodes and 
along corridors will enhance access to the transit network, provide for more walkable 
and healthy neighborhoods, reduce transportation costs and help create a sense of 
community and place.

Additionally, this project will directly related to other ongoing efforts:
-The Housing Tomorrow Plan, being developed by the Polk County Housing Trust 
Fund includes an objective to encourage development near nodes and along transit 
corridors.  A TOD district encourages higher residential density as well as 
nonresidential development around nodes and provides the option of increasing 
residential density along transportation corridors.  
-AARP is actively assessing communities accessibility for residents in areas such as 
walkability and accessibility to transit as well as accessibility to amenities via transit. 
TODs enhance walkability of neighborhoods by providing easy access from higher 
density residential to non-residential amenities as well as increasing options for 
accessibility to transit.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this 
project complements or 
is recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

This project will implement key strategies of The Tomorrow Plan and the Mobilizing 
Tomorrow Plan: the development of a vibrant, walkable system of employment and 
residential activity centers with access to public transportation (nodes and corridors). 
It will also assist in creating the vision of the DART Forward 2035 Transit Services 
Plan to provide increased access to transit and encourage its use to travel between 
economic and cultural focal points.  Additionally, this project will complement 
provisions of the Capital Core portion of the Capital Crossroads Vision as it 
addresses providing neighborhood access to public transportation.  This project will 
be completed in such a way to be adaptable to other communities in the region.  
Included in the process to develop the new district is a proposed peer review 
composed of staff from surrounding communities, MPO and DART.

Additional information 
you would like to share:

On Monday, January 12, 2015, City Council passed a resolution authorizing 
submittal of STP grant applications.  The resolution will be sent along with other 
applications later this week.

Provide a brief 
description of the 
proposed project (include 
a timeline showing 
anticipated beginning 
and end dates):

The project will include consulting services to develop a Transit Oriented 
Development zone district or overlay zone and accompanying development 
regulations.  This would be accomplished as part of the development of a new 
Zoning Ordinance to implement PlanDSM. The district will be applied at select nodes 
and along transit corridors identified in The Tomorrow Plan and PlanDSM. 

Work on this project will begin early 2016 as consulting assistance is recruited for 
the rewrite of the City’s Zoning Ordinance.  The TOD district will be integrated into 
the Zoning Ordinance with expected adoption in Spring, 2017.

List the deliverables for 
the project:

This project will create a new Transit Oriented Development zone district or overlay 
district and development regulations to be adopted as part of the new Zoning 
Ordinance
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List any participating 
governments/partners/ag
encies (provide a brief 
explanation of their 
involvement):

-City of Des Moines - The City will manage the project and expenditure of grant 
monies.  The new TOD district will be incorporated into the new Zoning Ordinance 
and will be adopted by City Council.
-Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): The MPO is the 
sponsor of the grant program and will award funding for this project.  Along with 
monitoring expenditures of grant funding, MPO staff will participate in the 
development of the new district through interviews and discussions with consultants, 
participating in any focus groups, assisting during the proposed peer review of new 
development regulations associated with the district and, ultimately, making the 
district available to MPO communities as a possible template to establish their own 
TOD districts.
-DART: DART staff will participate as part of the proposed peer review of the 
proposed TOD district.
-Staff from surrounding communities and other organizations: These organizations 
will be primary peer reviewers of the new district.

Explain the 
problems/issues this 
project will address:

One of the key steps the MPO has identified to implement the Nodes and Corridor 
initiative is the development of sample codes to help communities achieve vibrant, 
mixed use, walkable environments.  While this project will create a new zone district 
for the City of Des Moines implementing PlanDSM, it will also be available for other 
communities to adapt it for their own use.

Additionally, this project will directly address the following:
-Enhance the viability of DART’s proposed bus rapid transit (BRT)
-Provide additional housing options for City residents
-Increase accessibility to transit 
-Provide additional mixed use development and living opportunities
-Increase foot traffic for local businesses
-Provide opportunities for mixed income housing helping to disperse low income 
housing
-More efficiently use existing infrastructure
-Creation of a possible economic revitalization tool for neighborhoods and 
neighborhood centers

List any work previously 
completed (or underway) 
that this project 
compliments (include the 
relationship of this 
project to other planning 
studies/construction 
projects):

This project directly relates to three planning efforts, two that have been adopted and 
one in process:
-The Tomorrow Plan and Mobilizing Tomorrow Plan (adopted)
-DART Forward 2035 Transit Services Plan (adopted)
-Capital Crossroads, Capital Core (adopted)
-PlanDSM - Creating Our Tomorrow (in process)
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Identify project 
stakeholders and list 
strategies used to 
engage the stakeholders 
during project 
development:

Stakeholders include:
-City of Des Moines City Council
-City of Des Moines Plan & Zoning Commission
-City of Des Moines Community Development Staff
-Metropolitan Planning Organization
-Developers
-Lenders
-Neighborhood Organizations

Likely strategies for engaging stakeholders might include:
-Initial interviews of City and MPO staff, developers, lenders
-Workshop(s) with City Council and Plan & Zoning Commission
-Public open house for neighborhood organizations
-Presentation to Plan & Zoning Commission and City Council for review and 
adoption

How does this project 
relate or promote the 
MPO’s Horizon Year 
2050 Long-Range 
Transportation Plan 
(provide references to 
goals and objectives of 
the Horizon Year 2035 
Long-Range 
Transportation Plan):

During the public participation process for The Tomorrow Plan, there were recurring 
statements about the desire to take transit to important destinations.  To accomplish 
this, Mobilize Tomorrow recognizes the need to align transit routes based on existing 
and planned densities of residents and employees. It  is also important that transit 
stops are accessible by bicycle and by foot.

The development of a TOD ordinance and associated development regulations 
implements The Tomorrow Plan’s goal of creating a resilient regional economy and 
the following Mobilizing Tomorrow Plan goals: 
-Enhance multimodal transportation options: shifting from the historical model of 
expanding roadway capacity to a model that supports a greater mix of transportation 
choices and land use and design that support walkability is supported by Transit 
Oriented Development districts.
-Manage and optimize transportation infrastructure and services: Increasing 
residential densities along transportation corridors and at activity center nodes 
optimizes the use of transportation corridors as opportunities for walking, bicycling 
and walking, as well as using private vehicles are available.
-Improve the region’s environmental health: Opportunities to use transportation 
facilities other than private vehicles will lower environmental impacts associated with 
emissions and resulting pollution resulting in better air quality in the City.  
-Further the health, safety and well-being of all residents: the availability of pleasant, 
and safe walking and bicycling routes in reasonable proximity to daily destinations 
encourage residents to walk and bike instead of using cars encouraging a more 
healthy lifestyle.

Explain how the project 
with be carried forward 
and implemented once 
completed:

The TOD ordinance and development regulations will be adopted as part of a new 
Zoning Ordinance that will be developed after PlanDSM is finalized.  As a new 
regulatory district, implementation will occur in one of two ways:
-The City will proactively rezone properties at identified nodes and along connecting 
corridors; or,
-The district will be available for developers to request in order to build in accordance 
with the Comprehensive Plan.

Additionally, the extent that this district will be used as a template for other 
jurisdictions use will be determined by them individually.
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Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title 6th Avenue Streetscape Project - Phase 1
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) Hickman Road to College Avenue

Total Estimated Project Cost $1,400,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $300,000

Total Funding Secured $550,000

Source of additional funds and 
local match?

$100,000 STP-TE FFY16
$200,000 STP-TAP FFY18
$250,000 Iowa Great Places Community Challenge Grant

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? Yes

How many consecutive years will 
funding be requested? 3 Years

What is the total anticipated TAP 
funding request over the multiple 
years?

$600,000

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? Yes

What category is this application 
applying under? Streetscape

Existing street trees? Yes
Proposed street trees? Yes
What variety of tree(s) will be 
planted?

Will include a mix of ornamental understory and overstory trees in 
appropriate varieties to compliment the corridor and landscape design.

What is the spacing of street trees 
along the corridor (ft)? Varies. Generally 30' or less.

If the project has additional 
landscaping, please describe.

The project will include relatively low maintenance, native landscaping. The 
landscaping will primarily be located in the rain gardens and bioretention 
areas. The perennial landscape materials will be carefully selected to 
ensure that they support the green infrastructure system but also are salt 
tolerant.

Does the project use green 
infrastructure to manage 1 1/4 
inches of rainfall?

Yes

Describe how the project uses 
green infrastructure to manage 1 
1/4 inches of rainfall?

Project will include curb cut raingarden and bioretention areas to capture 
and infiltrate up to moderate rainfall amounts. These areas will include 
appropriate native landscape plantings. Heavier rainfall amounts will be 
allowed to flow through the raingarden and bypass into a storm sewer drain.

Does the project use traffic 
calming measures? Yes

Describe how the project uses 
traffic calming measures?

6th Avenue currently functions as a 5 lane roadway, including 4 travel lanes 
and a shared center turn lane. The streetscape project proposes to reduce 
the number of lanes from 5 to 3, to include 2 travel lanes and a shared 
center turn lane. In addition, bump outs will be located at intersections to 
further improve pedestrian safety. Dedicated parking will also be present 
along the curb that along with the bumpouts will introduce side friction to 
further calm traffic and slow speeds.

Des Moines - 6th Avenue Streetscape Project - Phase 1
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Describe the local support for the 
project.

The project has brought together a number of local partners to support the 
project. These partners include 6th Avenue Corridor Inc., Mercy Hospital, 
Wells Fargo, DMACC, Neighborhood Development Corporation, The 
Salvation Army, St. Vincent DePaul, Anawim Housing, the River Bend and 
Cheatom Park Neighborhood Association, and the City of Des Moines. 
These entities worked together to develop the streetscape plans and 
continue to work to fundraise for the project.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

The project will be modeled after other successful streetscape projects that 
have been constructed in Des Moines over the last several years. The 
proposed project supports DART Forward 2035 Plan, the Tomorrow Plan, 
as well as the City of Des Moines' effort to improve accessibility for multiple 
users and have more complete streets throughout the City. The 6th Avenue 
corridor is a vital link that connects downtown with the Des Moines River, 
the Neal Smith Trail, and other parks and greenways along the Des Moines 
River.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The City of Des Moines continues to commit $1 million dollars annually in 
the City's Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for streetscape projects. A 
portion of these funds will be made available for this project. In addition, the 
City has received 2 prior allocations of STP funding from the MPO in the 
amount of $300,000. If awarded, the FFY19 STP grant would be the final 
request to complete phase 1 of this project. The project has also been 
recently awarded a $250,000 community challenge grant through the Iowa 
Great Places Program.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

A Self-Supported Municipal Improvement District (SSMID) will be created to 
fund the operation and maintenance of the project.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

6th Avenue is a designated Iowa Urban Main Street District. The corridor 
was just designated as an Iowa Great Place and received a community 
challenge grant to go toward the first phase of the streetscape project. In 
addition, 6th Avenue was selected by the EPA to participate in the Greening 
America's Capitals (GAC) Program. The EPA's GAC Program provided 
technical assistance to create a sustainable vision for the project that 
incorporates green infrastructure and other sustainable design solutions.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

The existing sidewalk conditions are a serious concern. The sidewalks are 
as narrow as three feet in several locations along the corridor. There are 
instances where street sign poles and utility poles are located in the middle 
of the narrow sidewalk. These poor pedestrian conditions are the result of a 
roadway that has been expanded multiple times throughout the years within 
the limited 60-66' of right-of-way. The project will correct these issues and 
address the safety concerns that represent a critical need for this 
neighborhood and corridor.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The project closely relates to both the Tomorrow Plan and the DART 
Forward 2035 Plan. This project supports the implementation of the 
Tomorrow Plan by investing in Nodes and Corridors and helping to create 
resilient neighborhoods. The project supports the transit needs of the 
region with 6th Avenue being one of the busiest, if not the busiest DART 
route out of downtown and serving north Des Moines.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way. Not Applicable. Project to be constructed in existing right-of-way.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The project carries a great deal of momentum following the recent Iowa 
Great Places designation and challenge grant award. The project continues 
to raise both public and private funds. The continued success of this 
fundraising campaign will allow the project to be constructed within the next 
3 years.
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Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

The project looks to build upon the revitalization efforts ongoing along 6th 
Avenue and within the River Bend Neighborhood. The area serves as a 
primary employment center with major employers Mercy Hospital and 
DMACC. The project will help to better connect and tie together the 
neighborhood with these important resources and link to downtown. 
Several private redevelopment projects have moved forward or have been 
planned for the corridor since the streetscape project has been proposed. 
Additionally, vacant commercial retail spaces have filled up with the 
announcement of the streetscape plans. The latest being the restaurant 
Tacopocalypse announcing that they will be opening a pizza restaurant in 
the summer of 2015 at 6th and College.
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Sponsor Des Moines
Project Title Ingersoll Avenue Streetscape - Phase 2
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) 31st Street to 35th Street

Total Estimated Project Cost $2,100,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $200,000

Total Funding Secured $318,000
Source of additional funds and 
local match?

$218,000 STP-TAP FFY15
$100,000 STP-TAP FFY16

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? Yes

How many consecutive years will 
funding be requested? 3 Years

What is the total anticipated TAP 
funding request over the multiple 
years?

$518,000

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? Yes

What category is this application 
applying under? Streetscape

Existing street trees? Yes
Proposed street trees? Yes

What variety of tree(s) will be 
planted?

Autumn Blaze Maple
Chanticleer Pear
Japanese Tree Lilac

What is the spacing of street trees 
along the corridor (ft)? Varies. Generally 30' or less.

If the project has additional 
landscaping, please describe.

The project includes additional landscaping to improve the aesthetics of the 
corridor. The landscaping includes a mix of annual and perennial plantings 
in planter beds, around street trees, and in planter pots.

Does the project use green 
infrastructure to manage 1 1/4 
inches of rainfall?

No

Does the project use traffic 
calming measures? No

Describe the local support for the 
project.

The enhancement of the Ingersoll Avenue Corridor has long been the goal 
of the business community and surround neighborhoods. In 2002, the 
Ingersoll Area Association raised over $25,000 from business and property 
owners to support planning and implementation activities for Ingersoll 
Avenue. In response to the commitment shown by the community, the City 
hired RDG Planning & Design to facilitate public input and develop the plan 
for the corridor in 2003. The cost of the consultant was shared among the 
Ingersoll Area Association, the North of Grand Neighborhood Association 
and the City of Des Moines. Community match will be an important part of 
Phase 2 as well.

Des Moines - Ingersoll Avenue Streetscape - Phase 2
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Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

The project will enhance the safety and appearance of Ingersoll Avenue for 
both the driver and the pedestrian. Enhancements will include sidewalk and 
crossing improvements, and landscaping. These improvements will build on 
Ingersoll's pedestrian character, while addressing modern needs.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The City of Des Moines continues to commit $1 million dollars annually in 
the City's Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for streetscape projects. A 
portion of these funds will be made available for this project. In addition, the 
City has received 2 prior allocations of STP funding from the MPO in the 
amount of $318,000. If awarded, the FFY19 STP grant would be the final 
request to complete phase 2 of this project.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

A Self-Supported Municipal Improvement District (SSMID) and Tax 
Increment Finance (TIF) District have been created to fund the operation 
and maintenance of this project.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

The historic architecture along Ingersoll Avenue provides a distinct sense of 
place and continuity. Phase 2 of the streetscape project will build on 
Ingersoll's distinct character insuring its health and vitality into the future. 
Higher density and intensity mixed-use development is anticipated along 
the corridor that will support the planned DART Bus Rapid Transit Route 
60.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

Ingersoll Avenue has been a stable area over time but is at a point that its 
aged infrastructure and building stock require investment to ensure the 
area's continued success.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The City is coordinating streetscape improvements with the Ingersoll Run 
sewer separation projects and planning for DART Bus Rapid Transit Route 
60 stop locations.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way. Not Applicable. Project to be constructed in existing right-of-way.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The project continues to raise both public and private funds. The continued 
success of this fundraising campaign will allow the project to be constructed 
within the next 3-4 years.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Ingersoll Avenue provides vehicle and DART bus access to the downtown 
from the west and is part of the future high frequency Bus Rapid Transit 
(BRT) Route 60. Downtown Des Moines is a major employment center and 
provides jobs for individuals that live throughout central Iowa.

52



35
TH

 ST

GRAND AVE

36
TH

 ST

INGERSOLL AVE

PLEASANT ST

31
ST

 ST

WOODLAND AVE
34

TH
 ST

32
ND

 ST

33
RD

 ST
HIGH ST

CR
ES

EN
T D

R

31
ST

 ST

WOODLAND AVE

36
TH

 ST

34
TH

 ST

Des Moines

°
53



Primary Sponsor Grimes
Project Title S James Street and SE 37th Street Turn Lanes and Signalization
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

From 1000 feet south of SE 37th Street and S James Street to 1000' North of SE 
37th and S James Street

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $1,200,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $600,000

Total Funding Secured $600,000 GO Bonds
Source of additional funds 
and local match? Additional funding is from City of Grimes General obligation bonds

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The intersection of SE 37th Street and S James Street handles traffic going to and 
from the Northwest area of the metro area to the South and Southwest and eastern 
areas of the metro area.  The delays at this intersection are increasing due to no 
dedicated turn lanes and industrial traffic from Grimes Industrial Park and recently 
constructed Prairie Business Park.  Installing dedicated left turn lanes will decrease 
delay and increase safety at this intersection.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

This project reduces delay and increases traffic safety for the motoring public.  This 
roadway is a vital link for the City of Urbandale and Dallas County residents to 
access IA 141.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

City of Grimes has urbanized and paved 2 lanes of the planned 5 lane boulevard on 
S James Street.  City of Grimes has extended water main and sanitary sewer to 
properties abutting the intersection of SE 37th Street and S James Street. City of 
Grimes has also installed temporary traffic signals at the intersection to mitigate 
congestion.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The ultimate street section for S James Street is a 4 lane pavement with dedicated 
left turn lanes.  This project is a "build out" of planned improvements.  Originally this 
intersection had stop sign control on SE 37th Street only.  After the new paving was 
completed traffic increased and congestion increased.  4 way stop control was 
implement at the intersection for a short time.  However, traffic volumes increased 
on S James and delays for morning  and afternoon rush hours caused serious 
delays.  A traffic study recommended installing temporary signals to mitigate the 
situation with the ultimate solution being installing dedicated left turn lanes and 
permanent traffic signals.

Grimes - S James Street and SE 37th Street Turn Lanes 
and Signalization
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Project Type Road widening, Intersection
Additional information you 
would like to share:

City Resolution will be emailed to MPO after it is approved on January 27, 2015.  
GIS shape file will be coming during week of January 26, 2015.
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Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREGRIMES ‐ S. James Street and SE 37th Street Turn Lanes/Signalization

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $600,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Sponsor Grimes
Project Title East 1st/IA 44 Trail and NE Edgewood Trail
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street)

On IA 44 - from NE Gateway Drive to IA 141 North Bound on ramp.  On NE 
Edgewood from East 1st Street to 2200' northwest of East 1st Street.

Total Estimated Project Cost $400,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $250,000

Total Funding Secured $150,000 GO Bonds
Source of additional funds and 
local match? City of Grimes General obligation bonds.

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 10'
Pavement material Concrete
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 5"

Sub-base material natural subgrade
Sub-base depth in inches? 12"
Project length in miles? 0.80 miles
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? No

Describe the local support for the 
project.

The City of Johnston and City of Grimes are very interested in completing 
this project.  It will complete connection of Grimes and Johnston trails east 
of IA 141 to the trail network in Grimes east of IA 141.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

This trail will be used by bicyclists and pedestrians from Grimes Area and 
from Johnston for getting to recreation  activities and parks within the City 
of Grimes and for people from Grimes to access Johnston facilities.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan. City will finance their share of the project with General Obligation bonds.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

Normal surface maintenance during summer.  Plowing snow during winter 
months.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

These sections of trail are included in the trail plans for the metropolitan 
area. This project will provide vital links to the proposed YMCA and to the 
new Johnston High School.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

This trail will be used by bicyclists and pedestrians from Grimes Area and 
from Johnston for getting to recreation  activities and parks within the City 
of Grimes and for people from Grimes to access Johnston facilities.  There 
are currently no safe routes for these residents to access nearby exixting 
and proposed recreation facilities in Grimes and Johnston

Grimes - East 1st/IA 44 Trail and NE Edgewood Trail
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Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The installation of these trails will complete trail access between Johnston 
and Grimes in the NE quadrant of Grimes.  It will tie into trail being 
constructed with NW 70th Improvement project being constructed in 2015.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

The trail along IA 44 will be constructed in existing highway right ot way.  
Right of way or easement is in being acquired along the west side on NE 
Edgewood Street with the NW 70th Street Improvement project.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The NE quadrant of Grimes and NW quadrant of Johnston is rapidly filling 
up with new housing.  Completion of the project will be appreciated by 
those owners.  This connection will provide a safe route to the Johnston 
High School currently under construction.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Completing the trail system will be viewed as a amenity for the residential 
properties in the NE quadrant of Grimes and NW quadrant of Johnston.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

City resolution for project will be approved on January 27, 2015 and a copy 
will be emailed to MPO thereafter.  GIS shape file will be emailed week of 
January 26, 2015.
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Primary Sponsor DOT
Project Title Reconfiguration of I-35/80 Interchange at IA 141
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

I-35/80 from south of Meredith Drive through the IA 141 interchange

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $18,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request FY2019

Total Funding Secured Project in DOT Five-Year Program

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

The project is listed in the 2015-2019 Five-Year Program, but will not be considered 
"secured" until FY2019.  Federal funding will likely come through National Highway 
Performance Program (NHPP).  Local match will be provided through the state 
Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF).

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$3,100,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The interchange currently experiences considerable congestion, particularly during 
peak periods.  While the I-35/80 exit ramps have been modified to maximize 
movement through the ramp terminals, they still experience periodic traffic backups 
the length of the ramp.

The proposed project would: 1) construct a NB I-35/80 to NB IA 141 flyover ramp; 
and 2) construct a half-diamond interchange at Meredith Drive for the northbound 
exiting and SB entrance movements.  These modifications will eliminate the need 
for the two tight loop ramps (NB exit and SB entrance).

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The project is being designed in conjunction with the City of Urbandale's efforts to 
replace the 100th Street Bridge over I-35/80 (and future interchange development) 
and with the department's programmed widening of IA 141 from four to six lanes 
from SE 37th Street to the IA 44 interchange (2017).

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The proposed improvements are an essential element of an extensive and  ongoing 
study of the area being conducted for the department by HR Green & Associates.  
The City of Urbandale has made compatible improvements to Meredith Drive and 
NW Urbandale Drive, and made intersection/signal upgrades at the intersection of 
these two streets.

DOT - Reconfiguration of I-35/80 Interchange at IA 141
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The existing interchange exit ramps have been modified to improve the movement 
of exiting traffic through the interchange.  In addition, the City of Urbandale has 
maximized efficiency of the traffic signals at the two ramp terminals.

Project Type Improved alignment, Bridge, Interchange, Intersection, Freight, ITS improvements
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Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREDOT ‐ Reconfiguration of I‐35/80 Interchange at Iowa 141

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $3,100,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Norwalk
Project Title Beardsley Reconstruction West

Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th Street) IA 28 to Clearwater Drive

Total Estimated Project Cost $5,070,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $4,056,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? No secured funding

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for STP funds for 
this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires STP 
funds to be used towards 
regionally significant 
projects.  Please describe 
how this project fulfills this 
requirement.

The project is a street of a major corridor in town that provides access to one of 
Norwalk's elementary school.  This school serves elementary aged children in the 
Norwalk School District that includes Norwalk and portions of Cumming, Des 
Moines, West Des Moines, and rural Warren County.  Improvements to the 
corridor will benefit residents of each of these communities.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Improves access to a elementary school that serves a larger area than just 
Norwalk.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction projects

Improvements to the corridor are identified in the City of Norwalk Comprehensive 
Plan.

Expansion is considered an 
expensive and last resort to 
address congestion issues.  
If this is an expansion 
project please explain what 
other methods have been 
used to address congestion.

The project will add lane capacity.  The corridor is currently a typical two-lane rural 
section.  Congestion issues arise during peak school hours.  They City has worked 
with the school to better utilize the school parking facilities for pick up and drop off.  
This strategy was effective for a time but congestion has resumed onto Beardsley 
Street.

Project Type Road widening, Conversion (4 to 3 lane, 1-way to 2-way), Reconstruction, 
Intersection

Norwalk - Beardsley Reconstruction West
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Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCORENORWALK  ‐ Beardsley Street Reconstruction

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $4,060,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Polk County
Project Title NW 66 Ave. Reconstruction/Kempton Bridge Replacement Project
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

NW 66 Ave. from NW 26 St. to NW Beaver Drive

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $24,748,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $3,000,000

Total Funding Secured $21,748,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

$13,192,224   MPO STP Funds- FFY 15-18
  $2,680,000   City of Johnston - FFY 15-19
     $954,000   Polk County STP-CIRTPA Transfer- (Design/ROW) FFY 12
     $584,300   Polk County Fed DEMO (Design/ROW) FFY 15
  $4,337,476   Polk County FM/Local Funds- FFY 12-19

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? Yes

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

NW 66 Ave. is one of only a few major routes crossing the Des Moines River north 
of I-35/80, therefore this project will benefit residents in Des Moines, Johnston, 
Ankeny, and Saylor Twp that utilize this road every day.    The existing 56 year old 
bridge and two-lane roadway are nearing the end of their useful life and are 
functionally obsolete due to more than 15,000 vehicles per day that use this route.  
Pedestrians and bicyclists cannot safely cross the bridge to access a regional trail 
system.  This roadway and bridge are currently a main component for incident 
management for Interstate 35/80 Frequently, traffic at the intersection of NW 66 
Avenue and NW Beaver Drive queues east and backs up onto the Des Moines 
River bridge.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Replacing the existing bridge with a 4-lane structure with bike trail and constructing 
a 4-lane road with continuous center turn lane would provide a more continuous 
east-west arterial roadway connection, increase accessibility to communities, 
recreational trails and sport complexes, as well as promote and support planned 
regional growth. Polk County intends to continue to make improvements to this 
arterial route by enhancing capacity and safety on NW 26 St. between NW 66 Ave. 
and Oralabor Rd in Ankeny.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The City of Johnston has recently made improvements to NW Beaver Dr. south of 
NW 66 Ave. to reduce congestion and improve traffic safety.  The City intends to 
continue improvements to NW Beaver Dr. north of NW 66 Ave. that connect to the 
extensive improvements made to NW 70 Ave. of the last several years.

Polk County - NW 66 Ave. Reconstruction/Kempton Bridge 
Replacement Project
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

While recent efforts to establish additional transit routes to the Ankeny area, and 
construction of the Gay Lea Wilson trail to connect to the Neal Smith Trail have 
provided transportation alternatives, the existence of this narrow bridge, the volume 
of traffic, and lack of river crossings have left little alternatives to expansion of the 
capacity of this route.  However, every effort was made to limit the acquisition of 
additional road right-of-way and reduce environmental impacts.

Project Type Road widening, Reconstruction, Bridge, Intersection, Bicycle facility
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 24

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + 4

‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 8

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 4

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 44

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREPOLK COUNTY ‐ NW 66th Avenue Construction/Kempton Bridge Replacement Project

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $3,000,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Polk County
Project Title NE 3RD STREET HMA RESURFACING PROJECT
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

On NE 3rd Street from NE Aurora Avenue to NE 60th Avenue.

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $504,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $251,496

Total Funding Secured $252,504
Source of additional funds 
and local match? $253,504 matching funds to be Polk County FM and local construction  funds.

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

NE 3rd St. is an extension of Cornell Avenue in Des Moines and serves as an 
important commuter route.  This corridor also serves as an alternative or diversion 
route for NW 2 Ave. and NE 14 St. when incidents force the temporary closure of 
these roadways.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The road provides access to a variety of properties, including light commercial, 
residential, including several churches and Cornell Elementary School.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

Construction of the 3' wide paved shoulders will add some buffer pavement for 
bicycles that utilize this roadway and improve their safety.  This project will connect 
to Cornell Elementary that plans to construction an east/west connector trail from 
NE 3rd St. to Woodside Middle School on NE 14 St/Hwy 69.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

Not an expansion project.

Project Type Road widening, Overlay/mill-and-overlay/diamond grind

Polk County - NE 3rd Street HMA Resurfacing Project
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 8

1 + 4

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ ‐

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 1

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + ‐

11 + ‐

12 + 1

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + 4

17 + ‐

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 21

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREPOLK COUNTY ‐ NE 3rd Street Resurfacing  

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $250,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Polk County
Project Title BR 6709 Bridge Replacement on NE 46 Ave.
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

On NE 46 Ave., 0.13 miles west of NE 108 St.

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $1,240,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $805,000

Total Funding Secured $435,000
Source of additional funds 
and local match? $435,000   Polk County FM/Local Construction Funds.

What is the structural 
rating of the bridge? 60

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

NE 46 Ave. formerly US Hwy 6, serves as the only continuous east/west arterial 
roadway between I-80 and IA 163 in eastern Polk County.  Commuters from eastern 
Polk County, Mitchellville, Altoona, and Jasper County use this road daily.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The existing 93 year old bridge has exceeded its useful life, is experiencing 
significant concrete deterioration and is only 24' wide.  Replacement will eliminate 
one of 30 structurally deficient/functionally obsolete bridge that Polk County has 
developed a program to replace in the next 15 years.

Polk County - BR 6709 Bridge Replacement on NE 46 Ave.
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Sponsor Polk County
Project Title Mark C. Ackelson Trail Phase 3
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) several Evergreen to Payton - Easter Lake to Ewing Park

Total Estimated Project Cost $2,125,000
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $300,000

Total Funding Secured $1,663,000
Source of additional funds and 
local match?

Multiple consolidated MPO grants totaling $773,000 FFY 2016
Polk County Water and Land Legacy Bond Funds $890,000 2017

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? Yes

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 12'
Pavement material Concrete
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 6 inches

Sub-base material Compacted sub-base
Sub-base depth in inches? 12" compacted to 95% of standard proctor
Project length in miles? 2.25 miles
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? Yes

Describe the local support for the 
project.

There have been multiple public meetings and development of master 
plans for both Ewing and Easter Lake Parks.  Multiuse trails and 
neighborhood connections were the most requested amenity.  Public 
comment at all open meetings have listed this trail system as their top 
priority, following improved water quality.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

This project is part of the larger trail system that will connect two major 
parks, existing bike lanes and neighborhoods in the surrounding 
community.  It also is one of the gaps in the SE Metro trail system.  It will 
offer recreational and leisure opportunities as well as a safe off-street 
transportation alternative to cycle use on narrow formerly rural roads 
surrounding the parks.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

Polk County Conservation (PCC) has been modestly successful in 
receiving grant funding for the larger project as well as Phase 3 of the 
Ackelson Trail.  PCC has dedicated $890,000 of the future bond funding 
available to us toward Phase 3.  We are dedicated to finishing the entire 
trail project and will continue to seek additional l trail funding from all grant 
sources.  We are committed to the construction of this trail segment during 
the renovation process occuring as part of the Easter Lake Watershed 
project.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

PCC has the most comprehensive trail maintence program in the Metro 
which includes frequent inspections of trail surfacing, drainage 
infrastructure, and bridges.  We manage nearly 50 miles of completed trail 
as well as any public land organization.  We will maintain this trail to the 
highest safety and repair standards.

Polk County - Mark C. Ackelson Trail Phase 3
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Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

This Phase of the Ackelson Trail is located in both Ewing Park (City of Des 
Moines) and Easter Lake Park (PCC).  These two parks along the route of 
the trail contain woodlands, wetlands, mowed park landscapes, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, and access to the lake, which is the subject of a 
larger 15-18 million dollar renovation.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

Completion of this three part trail will connect two of the regions most 
significant parks to each other and the surrounding community.  It also fills 
a portion of the gap in the trail connection between Des Moines, and 
Carlisle/Summerset Trail to the Southeast.  The MPO's Bicycle and 
Facilities Map recognises this project as a significant component of the 
Central Iowa Trail Network.  This keystone project is crucial to the 
development of the future trail system leading south and east of the Metro. 
Phase 3 will provide a link between The Indianola bike lanes to the west 
and the new Easter Lake Spine Trail constructed by the City of Des Moines 
in the residential area south of the parks.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

As previously mentioned ,this is a recognised MPO trail gap.  The project 
area is shown on CONNECT's regional  planned and existing facilities map 
and meets multiple goals and objectives of the Connect plan, most 
importantly completing significant trails and providing multi-modal 
transportation alternatives.  This project fulfils many of the Tomorrow Plans' 
objectives e.g improving environmental health through access to the 
outdoors, health and well being of residents, resilent neighboorhoods, 
regional cooperation, etc.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

All land within all phases of this trail are held fee title by Polk County or the 
City of Des Moines and are permanantly protected.

Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The City of Des Moines recently completed the bike lanes along Indianola 
Ave.  PCC has completed Phase 1 of the trail and Phase 2 is nearly 
complete.  Phase 3 is not fully funded and as the restoration of the larger 
Easter Lake Watershed project moves forward there is a specific time 
frame when the lake is drained for in-lake and shoreline rehabilitation, new 
WRA sewer constructed and the lake has been dredged when Phase 3 
construction needs to occur. Failure to have adequate funding in place will 
cause significant delay in the completion of the Ackelson Trail.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Iowa ranks as one of the top ten states in total miles of multipurpose trails.  
Ecotourism resulting from the trail network is not insignificant.  Overnight 
accomodations, restaurants, gas stations, and other special interest and 
intertainment venues all prosper as more visitors are attracted by multi-use 
trails.  A restored Easter Lake will be a major attraction and this trail system 
will be showcase that restored water.The University of Northern Iowa study 
"Economic and Health Benefits of Bicycling in Iowa" details 364.8 million 
dollars in direct and indirect impacts to the State of Iowa.  This is equivalent 
to $1 million per day spent on cycling.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

All Phases of the Ackelson Trail have multiple bridges.  These bridges as 
well as all trail components have been designed with public safety 
foremost.  All bridges are designed to carry emergency vehicles allowing 
quick emergency response to any location of the trail.

All parking lots are designed with rain gardens or bioswales to capture 
increased runoff before it enters the lake.
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Primary Sponsor Urbandale
Project Title Douglas Avenue Beautification at I-35/80
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

111th Street to 121st Street and including the Interchange

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $800,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $500,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? $300,000 from Urbandale Funds

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

This project offers and urban feel and a welcoming gateway to the traveling public 
on I-35/80.  BY showcasing what Urbandale and the Greater Des Moines Area has 
to offer, this project recruits travelers, businesses, and residents to central Iowa.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

This project is part of a larger plan to urbanize and improve the Douglas Avenue 
corridor.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

Work will soon be underway to convert Douglas Avenue east of this project to an 
urban cross-section.

Project Type Streetscape

Additional information you 
would like to share:

Resolution is scheduled for consideration at the next City Council meeting on 
February 3, 2015.  It is expected to pass without opposition.  We will submit a copy 
of the passed resolution to the MPO.

Project is not on a DART line.

Urbandale - Douglas Avenue Beautification at I-35/80
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22 + ‐

100 30

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREURBANDALE ‐ Douglas Avenue Beautification at I‐35/80 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Urbandale
Project Title 86th Street Preservation Project
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Aurora Avenue to the north ramps of the I-35/80 Interchange

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $2,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $750,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? $1,250,000 from Urbandale Funds

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The 86th Street corridor is a major route for the traveling public, including mass 
transit, and provides a vital connection from I-35/80 to the western suburbs.  
Maintenance of this route is key to metro mobility and infrastructure.  In 2012, traffic 
counts on this route varied from 17,300 vpd to 24,800 vpd.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Maintenance of this route provides connectivity for Johnston and other north suburb 
commuters into the west suburbs and the metro.

Project Type Overlay/mill-and-overlay/diamond grind

Additional information you 
would like to share:

Resolution of support is scheduled for consideration at the next City Council meeting 
on February 3, 2015.  It is expected to pass without opposition.  We will submit a 
copy of the passed resolution to the MPO.

Urbandale - 86th Street Preservation Project
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 16

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ 4

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + 4

9 + ‐

10 + ‐

11 + ‐

12 + 3

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 4

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + 4

100 39

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREURBANDALE ‐ 86th Street Preservation Project

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $1,500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Urbandale
Project Title 100th Street Interchange at I-35/80
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

at I-35/80

Total Estimated Project 
Cost

$8,750,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request

$1,000,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

$7,750,000 from Urbandale Funds

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds?

No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

This interchange would ease congestion at the Iowa 141 interchange and the 86th 
Street Interchange, and provide better access to the surrounding area.  Portions of 
the Iowa 141 interchange and the 86th Street Interchange are currently at LOS E or 
F at peak hour.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

This project is coordinated with the redesign of the Iowa 141 interchange and a 
planned half-diamond interchange at Meredith Drive.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

"The Paragon Office Park Traffic Impact Study" and the "Interstate Corridor Study 
by Camiros" identified increased growth in this area, and indicated that previous 
projections underestimated traffic demand potential in this corridor.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The local system has been increased as much as possible to safely and efficiently 
convey traffic.  This project is needed to provide connectivity and utilize the local 
system infrastructure.

Project Type Interchange

Urbandale - 100th Street Interchange at I-35/80

186



Additional information you 
would like to share:

Resolution of support is scheduled for consideration at the next City Council meeting 
on February 3, 2015.  It is expected to pass without opposition.  We will submit a 
copy of the passed resolution to the MPO.

Project is not on a DART line.

287



Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 20

1 + 4

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 3

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 39

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREURBANDALE ‐ 100th Street Interchange at I‐35/80 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $1,000,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Waukee

Project Title Grand Prairie Parkway Corridor Phase 5 (Alice's Road - Olson Drive to Hickman 
Road)

Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Alice's Road from 400 feet north of Olson Drive to 1,000 feet north of Hickman Road

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $7,750,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $1,000,000

Total Funding Secured

$0 - Note:  The City has previously received $1,900,000 in STP Dollars for the 
project from University Avenue to Hickman Road, however, the City has decided to 
split the project into two phases with the initial phase from University Avenue to 
Olson Drive utilizing the existing STP funds.

Source of additional funds 
and local match?

The City of Waukee has identified this project within the Capital Improvements Plan 
and intends to utilize tax increment financing, road use dollars and general 
obligation bonds to fund the local match requirements.

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

Yes

How many consecutive 
years will funding be 
requested?

2 Years

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$2,000,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The City of Waukee in partnership with  West Des Moines is in the process of 
completing the new Grand Prairie Parkway Interchange at Interstate 80.  When 
completed, the Grand Prairie Parkway Corridor will extend as far north as Granger 
(13 1/2 miles north of Interstate 80) and extend as far south as County Road G-14 in 
Madison County ( 7 1/2 miles).  The proposed project includes the widening of 
Alice's Road from Hickman Road to University Avenue (Grand Prairie Parkway 
Corridor Phases 4-5).  The improvements including the new Interchange and Grand 
Prairie Pkwy north to University Avenue will create an alternate route and relief for 
travelers on Hickman Road heading east to Interstate 35/80 and on University 
Avenue to the Jordan Creek Pkwy Interchange with Interstate 80/235.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The Grand Prairie Parkway Corridor will provide direct access to Interstate 80 for the 
rapidly developing neighborhoods in the western part of Clive and Urbandale.  The 
widening will create the necessary capacity to handle the amount of traffic heading 
south on Alice's Road/Grand Prairie Parkway.  The proposed improvements will 
reduce the impacts that are currently occurring along other Corridors including 
Hickman Road, University Avenue and Jordan Creek Parkway and will potentially 
delay any additional improvements to those Corridors to improve capacity.

Waukee - Grand Prairie Parkway Corridor Phase 5
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Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The proposed project complements the Grand Prairie Parkway Corridor Projects 
that have already been completed or are under construction.  Those projects include 
the widening and capacity improvements at the intersection of University Avenue 
and Alice's Road/Grand Prairie Parkway, the construction of the four of the future six 
lane boulevard of Grand Prairie Parkway from University Avenue to Ashworth Road 
(scheduled to be finished in the Spring), the construction of a six lane boulevard 
from Ashworth Road to Interstate 80 (scheduled to be finished in Winter 2015) and 
the construction of the new Interchange at Interstate 80 (scheduled to be finished in 
Spring 2016).

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The City of Waukee has been developing its adjacent collector roadway network as 
development has occurred in the area.  Alice's Road is designated as a major 
arterial roadway which is based upon one mile spacing within the City of Waukee.  
The roadway existed as a gravel road until the late 1990's when it was paved as a 
detour route for the expansion of Hickman Road.  As development has occurred in 
the area, traffic has increased substantially on the arterial roadway network.  There 
are very few options in this particular case related to addressing congestion other 
than the widening that is being proposed.

Project Type Road widening
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 24

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + 4

‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

+ ‐

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 4

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + ‐

11 + ‐

12 + 4

20 16

13 + 4

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 4

18 + ‐

19 + 4

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 48

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWAUKEE ‐ Grand Prairie Parkway Phase 5

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $1,000,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 

92



AL
IC

ES
 R

D

HICKMAN AVE

SE
 W

AC
O 

PL

UNIVERSITY AVE

SE
 BR

IC
K D

R

SE OLSON DR

OLSON DR

SE LAUREL ST

WE
ST

GA
TE

 D
R

CR
AB

AP
PL

E D
R

284TH LN

BOSTON PKWY

LAUREL DR

SE
 LE

GA
CY

 PO
IN

TE
 BL

VD

SHERIDAN AVE

SE BELL DR

BERKSHIRE PKWY

162
ND ST

NW
 16

2N
D 

ST

NW
 16

4T
H 

ST

PEACHTREE DR

SE
 H

AR
PE

R 
DR

MELROSE DR

GLENDALE DR

SE PARKER DR

SE FRONTIER AVE

SE MURPHY DR

OAKBROOK DR

SE WINFIELD DR

SE
 SA

GE
WO

OD
 C

IR

NW
 16

1S
T S

T

MAPLE ST

SE
 W

ES
TG

AT
E D

R

WESTBROOK DR

SE
 W

ILL
OW

 BR
OO

K D
R

NW
 16

7T
H S

T

SE
 D

EE
RF

IEL
D 

LN

16
3R

D S
T

SE
 BL

UE
GR

AS
S C

IR

CY
PR

ES
S C

T

NW
 16

3R
D 

ST

Waukee

Clive

Urbandale

West Des Moines°
93



Sponsor Waukee
Project Title Waukee Trailhead Public Art and Amenities Project
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) NE Intersection of 10th Street (R-22) and Hickman Road (US Highway 6)

Total Estimated Project Cost $1,073,305
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $200,000

Total Funding Secured $655,607

Source of additional funds and 
local match?

Iowa Great Places Grant                   $200,000
City of Waukee                                 $187,000
WT and Edna M Dahl Trust                $100,000
Nationwide Insurance Foundation        $50,000
Unity Pointe Health                            $27,500
Wittern Charitable Foundation             $10,500
29 Indiv, Bus and Community Donors  $46,107
In Kind Solar Contribution                   $34,500

Seeking other grants for remainder of project
Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

No

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 10 feet
Pavement material Concrete
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 5 inches

Sub-base material Granular
Sub-base depth in inches? 12 inches
Project length in miles? Not applicable
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? No

Waukee - Trailhead Public Art and Amenities Project
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Describe the local support for the 
project.

This project is part of a regional initiative adopted by communities of the 
Raccoon River Valley Trail system to enhance the public benefits of the trail 
through the installation of public art and additional site amenities.  Waukee 
is the first trail community to advance this initiative with its Public Art and 
Site Amenities Project planned for the Waukee Trailhead.  There is 
tremendous local support for this project.  The project is being led by a core 
group of community leaders who had a vision for improving the Waukee 
Trailhead which serves as a key gateway to the 89 mile Raccoon River 
Valley Trail system.  The core group formed an ad hoc committee 
comprised of representatives from the Waukee Area Arts Council, Waukee 
Community School District, Dallas County Conservation Board, Raccoon 
River Valley Trail Association, and the City of Waukee, along with several 
other key community leaders.  With the help of the City, the committee 
raised initial funding to hire RDG Planning and Design to complete the 
public art design and a plan for the expansion of the Waukee Trailhead.  A 
series of public meetings was held to gain community inputs.  Several 
concepts were considered before the ultimate concept was decided upon.  
The committee has been very aggressive and successful in seeking other 
grants and local funding to complete the project.  In addition to community 
grants, over 40 individuals, businesses and organizations have contributed 
to the project to date.

Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

Due to the project's location and multi-faceted features, it will enhance and 
add to existing opportunities, providing an additional range of recreational 
and cultural experiences for a large and diverse socio-economic population.  
The opportunities made available at the project site include all forms of trail 
use by bicyclists, runners, hikers and urban pedestrians.  With the addition 
of the iconic Public Art installation entitled - Railroad Pergola "in the shadow 
of the rails", the site will also serve as a type of "cultural park" and 
destination for visitors coming by trail or automobile to experience this 
unique outdoor space.  The shelter structure and plaza will offer trail users 
as well as pedestrian visitors and those with disabilities "a place" to stop, 
relax and enjoy additional passive activities at the site.  It is anticipated that 
multiple types of community events and activities will also take place at the 
site involving music, the arts, and recreational activities.  As a trailhead, the 
site will serve as the staging/meeting place for all types of local and regional 
trail events which will continue to grow in number.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The total project cost is $1,073,305 of which $655,607 has been raised to 
date between private donations, community grants and City committed 
funds for the project.  The project is comprised of multiple components 
which will be funded through multiple funding sources.  TAP grant monies 
would be applied to those components most applicable to the TAP program 
objectives.  These include: the Shelter Structure and Plaza, a 300 foot trail 
extension, surfacing of the main trailhead parking lot and the twenty three 
bollards which serve as wayfinding and street side safety barriers.  The 
core public art structure and solar system will be funded by other sources.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

As construction drawings are prepared, the City of Waukee will be working 
with the consultant to make sure the project can be easily maintained.  
Once all funds are raised, the City will be responsible for the construction 
process as well as long term maintenance of the improvements.
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Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

The project site was selected for its strategic location as the existing 
southern gateway for the Raccoon Riverin Valley Trail system and as a 
local open space with high visibility and easy access.  The main 
construction site (trailhead/park) provided adequate open space for the 
planned public art, shelter and other built structures and is well situated at 
the edge of Waukee in a light commercial district that can support the 
expected visitor activity.  There is additional developable property west of 
and adjacent to the main site that can be considered for future parking and 
open space as may be needed in the future.  The project design includes a 
series of seven foot high, night-lighted bollards that will run along the street 
sides of the property which will serve as a barrier to separate the trail and 
site from the adjacent street traffic.  This design will increase the safety of 
both trail and site users.  The site also has ample space to incorporate 
landscaping and pedestrian spaces which broaden and add to the quality of 
the user experience.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

On a regional level, the project site is a key trailhead and the southern 
gateway to the Raccoon River Valley Trail system, serving fourteen (14) 
communities in three counties located on the trail and an additional five (5) 
communities within the greater Des Moines metropolitan area.  Ideally, it is 
the starting point for bicyclists and trail enthusiasts that are coming to utilize 
the Raccoon River Valley Trail System from the City of Des Moines and 
other eastern metropolitan communities.  Based upon the Raccoon River 
Valley Trail user statistics, annual visits to the RRVT system currently 
exceed 150,000 annually  and are continuing to grow.  Due to its location, 
many of these visitor either start or pass through the Waukee trailhead.    
Usage of the Trailhead will only continue to increase   due to the expansive 
growth in this part of the region, the popularity with the new Raccoon River 
Valley Trail interior trail loop, the High Trestle Trail and bridge ( soon to be 
linked with the RRVT) and other significant recreational events taking place 
along the trail in adjoining communities.  The proposed project will enhance 
the experience for this growing user base.  and will create other 
opportunities for increased economic and community development in the 
area.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The proposed project is consistent with many of the goals and initiatives of 
The Tomorrow Plan including the goal to improve the regions 
environmental health and access to the outdoors and furthering the health 
and well-being of all residents in the region.  The project is also consistent 
with the Connect: Central Iowa Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan 
2020.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way. The property is owned and maintained by the City of Waukee
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Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

With the completion of the Raccoon River Valley Trail’s 72 mile interior loop 
in 2012 and the growth taking place in the greater Waukee area, usage of 
the trail system and the Waukee trailhead  is growing  rapidly.  In order to 
support the existing users as well as future users of the trail system, it is 
important that communities look at key points along the way where 
additional facilities are needed and where enhancements can be made to  
improve the overall experience of the trail user.  Combined with recent 
investments that the City of Waukee has made to this trailhead over the last 
couple of years, the completion of the Waukee Trailhead Public Art and 
Amenities Project will serve as a hub and major attraction for the overall 
trail system.  The Raccoon River Valley Trail was recently named as an 
“Iowa Great Places” and this project received a $200,000 grant towards the 
cost of the improvements.  The project has been successful in funding 61% 
of the project cost to date in just a little over a year with the majority of that 
funding from outside and private resources.  It is prudent that the City move 
forward with this project.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

In addition to the recreational, cultural and health benefits, the project is 
expected to have a positive impact on the local and regional economies.  
The iconic nature of the public art structure, shelter and visitor space is 
expected to increase trail usage by local and regional visitors, as well as 
attracting pedestrian visitors coming to the site by way of the city trail 
system.  It is expected that the enhanced variety of recreational and cultural 
opportunities provided at the site, will encourage trail users and other 
visitors to stay longer and to patronize area businesses.  Of particular 
mention is the Waukee Downtown district, just a few blocks south of the 
site which offers a number of locally owned food, beverage and retail 
shops, well-suited to the trail user.  Also, the Raccoon River Valley Trail 
with its proposed link to the High Trestle Trail and its connection to the 
greater Des Moines Metro Trail systems continuing to grow in popularity 
and is rapidly becoming a regional destination.  The proposed 
improvements to the Waukee Trailhead are expected to help draw 
overnight visitors to Waukee as their preferred trail access location, which 
equates to additional spending for a broad range of lodging and tourist 
services.

Additional information you would 
like to share:

The Waukee Trailhead Public Art and Amenities Project consists of both 
improvements to the physical trailhead including a shelter, trail extension 
and parking facilities as well as the installation of a major public art 
installation.  The art installation known as “Waukee Railroad Pergola ….In 
the Shadow of the Rails”, plays on Waukee’s railroad history and the re-
purposing of the rail line as a public trail system, which serves the same 
original rail communities.  The art installation, comprised of several 
structures, is integrated with the trail path and trailhead providing visitors 
the experience of interaction with the art.  Subsequent to completing the 
design of the Waukee project, the other communities located along the 
RRVT have adopted the “in the shadow of the rails” theme with plans to 
incorporate public art features using this common theme along the trail in 
their communities – creating a type of public art corridor.
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Sponsor Waukee
Project Title Kettlestone Development Trail Amenities
Termini Description ( i.e. Park 
Avenue to 19th Street) Grand Prairie Parkway from Ashworth Road to Pleasantview Drive

Total Estimated Project Cost $1,084,000.00
Federal Fiscal Year 2019 TAP 
Request $200,000.00

Total Funding Secured $884,000.00

Source of additional funds and 
local match?

The City of Waukee has identified this project within the Capital 
Improvements Plan. The remaining funding for the project will be come 
from General Obligation and TIF Bonds.

Is this project seeking funding 
over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for TAP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project previously been 
awarded TAP funds? No

What category is this application 
applying under? Trail/Shared-Use Path

Width of proposed trail? 10 feet
Pavement material Concrete
Pavement material depth in 
inches? 5 inches

Sub-base material granular
Sub-base depth in inches? 12 inches
Project length in miles? 2 miles
Is the segment located on an 
identified trail gap in the LRTP? No

Describe the local support for the 
project.

The City of Waukee introduced the Kettlestone Master Plan, located north 
of Interstate 80 along Grand Prairie Parkway to approximately 250 
community leaders, business people and interested citizens in April of 
2014. The approximately 1,500 mixed land use plan is unique in that the 
City of Waukee is proposing to provide a number of amenities within the 
development prior to private development occurring. The extension of 
Grand Prairie Parkway which will serve as the spine for this development 
will be completed this spring and it is time to move forward with the first 
phase of amenities which include streetscaping along Grand Prairie 
Parkway, Kettlestone branded signage at Interstate 80 and approximately 2 
miles of trail around the regional retention ponds that have been developed 
for the project. The proposed TAP request relates specifically to the trail 
component of the improvements. The property owners which the trail will go 
through have already deeded the necessary right of way or easements for 
the project and are supportive of the improvements.

Waukee - Kettlestone Development Trail Amenities
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Describe the multipurpose 
aspects of the project.

The proposed trail system will be integral to the regional detention system 
being developed for the Kettlestone Development and will utilize the 
existing underpasses constructed along Grand Prairie Parkway to cross 
over the to the east side of the road. The overall system will be connected 
to the ten foot trails that will run along either side of Grand Prairie Parkway. 
Because of the integrated and meandering design with the pond system, 
the proposed project will offer many opportunities for people of all ages. 
The trail system will be ideal for walkers, runners and bicyclists. Additionally 
with the integration of the ponds, the trail system will offer unique 
opportunities for interacting with nature and will include opportunities for 
lookouts and resting areas adjacent to the water. The City has also 
identified a long term plan for creating a route that would be appropriate for 
5K and 10K racing events.

Describe the project’s financial 
plan.

The Waukee City Council has identified this project as a priority and has 
included it within the Capital Improvements Plan. If provided with TAP 
funding, the remaining funding for the project would come from general 
obligation bonds and tax revenue bonds.

Describe the maintenance plans 
for this project.

The plans are being designed closely with staff. Once constructed, the 
maintenance of the trails would be handled by the Waukee Parks and 
Recreation Department as a part of the overall park system.

Describe the quality/significance 
of the site.

The City has created a regional storm water retention system that is 
intended to handle storm water requirements for the anticipated 
development along the Corridor. The retention system creates a unique 
opportunity for the City of Waukee to expand our trail amenities to connect 
to other regional systems as well as create cohesive and integrated 
connections to the proposed development within the Corridor. The ponds 
will create a beautiful setting that people will be drawn to and the overall 
project will add to the offerings for residents and businesses living and 
working within the Corridor.

Please describe the need for the 
project.

As a part of the paving of Grand Prairie Parkway, the City anticipated the 
long term pedestrian needs within the Corridor and constructed two 
pedestrian underpasses to allow pedestrians the ability to safely get from 
one side of the Corridor to the other. Additionally as a part of the 
construction of Grand Prairie Parkway, ten foot trails are being constructed 
on either side of the roadway. As a part of the substantial residential 
development to the west of the Corridor, several trails have been 
constructed that are currently disconnected and not integrated into a larger 
trail network. The proposed project will allow connectivity with the existing 
neighborhood trails to the new trail facilities being constructed along Grand 
Prairie Parkway and ultimately to the regional Raccoon River Valley Trail 
System.

Describe the relationship to other 
regional plans/projects.

The proposed project is consistent with many of the goals and initiatives of 
The Tomorrow Plan including the goal to improve the regions 
environmental health and access to the outdoors and furthering the health 
and well-being of all residents in the region. The project is also consistent 
with the Connect: Central Iowa Bicycle & Pedestrian Transportation Plan 
2020.

If applicable, please describe the 
status of the facility right-of-way.

The proposed improvements will be located within existing Right of Way or 
multi-purpose easements.
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Explain any urgency with the 
implementation of the project.

The City has made a substantial investment within the Grand Prairie 
Parkway Corridor and the utilities that will serve the new developments. 
Additionally, the new Interchange at Grand Prairie Parkway and Interstate 
80 is currently under construction. With the completion of the roadway 
network, it is anticipated that development will begin quickly. With that 
being said, it is important for the City to be able to begin the amenity 
improvements that have been envisioned for this Corridor soon in order to 
get ahead of the adjacent development as well as to offer unique 
recreational opportunities for the existing residential developments to the 
west.

Describe the impact to regional 
economic development and 
tourism.

Trails and other public amenities are factors when businesses decide to 
locate in an area. Particularly, large office users are interested in the 
opportunities that are available for their employees which enhance and 
improve their overall working experience. The adjacent land use to the 
proposed trail system is a mixture of professional office and retail 
development. The completed trail system will provide an additional reason 
as to why businesses may want to located within this Corridor. Additionally, 
it is anticipated that in the future, the City would have the opportunity to host 
racing and other recreational events due to the careful route planning and 
safe underpass connections being provided.
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Primary Sponsor West Des Moines
Project Title Grand Avenue
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

South Jordan Creek Parkway to South 88th Street

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $8,650,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $4,325,000

Source of additional 
funds and local match? Local funds to provide match

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for 
STP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project 
previously been awarded 
STP funds?

No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The Grand Avenue between South Jordan Creek Pkwy and South 88th Street will 
expand the east-west corridor in the metropolitan area and eventually connect to 
South Grand Prairie Parkway connecting to Interstate 80 as well as Waukee to the 
north.  This will facilitate traffic between Waukee and West Des Moines.  This project 
will provide an alternate corridor for residents and employees of the office areas 
along Mills Civic Parkway.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and 
projects.

The construction of the Grand Avenue, South Jordan Creek Pkwy to South 88th 
Street, will provide access to the developments.  The Grand Avenue, South Jordan 
Creek Pkwy to South 88th Street, will serve as a primary truck route into the 
commercial and retail area of the City.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this 
project complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

Grand Avenue will be paved to support technology related development in the area 
and will provide direct access to Interstate 35.  Ultimately this will provide access to 
South Grand Prairie Parkway that has direct connection to Interstate 35. The area 
includes the DMACC campus as well as the Microsoft Development and future 
technology related developments.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The project will incorporate Intelligent Transportation elements including Traffic 
Signal Interconnect that will enable traffic coordination and minimize traffic 
congestion.

Project Type New road

West Des Moines - Grand Avenue
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 12

1 + ‐

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 5

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 1

20 8

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + ‐

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 25

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWEST DES MOINES ‐ Grand Avenue 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $4,330,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor West Des Moines
Project Title South 50th Street
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

E.P. True Parkway to Mills Civic Parkway

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $5,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $2,500,000

Source of additional 
funds and local match? Local funds to provide match.

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for 
STP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project 
previously been awarded 
STP funds?

No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

South 50th Street is classified as a Minor Arterial intersecting with Grand Avenue on 
the south.  The Grand Avenue interchange provides 50th Street traffic with Interstate 
35 access.  The next major intersection traveling north is Mills Civic Parkway with 
another interchange at Interstate 35 at Mills Civic.  Between Grand Avenue and E.P. 
True Parkway 50th Street is a two-lane roadway.  This two lane cross section ends at 
E.P. True Parkway where it turns into a five lane roadway to University Avenue.  
West of the University Avenue intersection is Interstate 35/80 interchange.  The 
roadway continues north into Clive to Hickman Road.  A major north-south corridor is 
provided for the metropolitan area by 50th Street between Grand Avenue on the 
south and Hickman Road on the north.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and 
projects.

South 50th Street has an existing 12,450 vehicles per day and is increasing rapidly as 
development has occurred to the south.  It serves as a secondary route or parallel 
road to Interstate 35 when incidents occur on Interstate 35.  The Iowa Statewide 
Urban Design and Specifications (SUDAS) identifies two lane Mixed Use Roadways 
over 10,900 vehicles per day to be at Level of Service D.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this 
project complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The construction widening of South 50th Street would be a continuation of 50th Street 
to the north that was widened to five lanes and will provide additional capacity for the 
traffic that is destined to existing and new developments south of Mills Civic Parkway.

West Des Moines - South 50th Street
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The project will incorporate Intelligent Transportation elements including Traffic 
Signal Interconnect that will enable traffic coordination and minimize traffic 
congestion.

Project Type Road widening
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 28

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + 4

‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 6

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 2

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 8

18 + 4

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + 4

100 54

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWEST DES MOINES ‐ South 50th Street

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request (millions) $2,500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor West Des Moines
Project Title South 60th Street
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Mills Civic Parkway to Grand Avenue

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $17,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $8,500,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? Local funds to provide match.

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

The project provides for the construction of a five-lane roadway between Mills Civic 
Parkway and Grand Avenue.  The completion of this segment of South 60th Street 
will complete the north-south 60th Street link from Grand Avenue on the south to 
University Avenue on the north side of West Des Moines and on into Clive, 
Urbandale, and Grimes.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) is located at the intersection of 
South 60th Street and Grand Avenue.  The improvement to the existing South 60th 
roadway will provide another improved access to the DMACC campus as well as 
office and shopping facilities, such as the regional mall Jordan Creek Town Center, 
located off of the 60th Street corridor.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

South 60th Street is a gravel road and traffic is increasing rapidly as development 
has occurred to the west.  It serves as a secondary route or parallel road to 
Interstate 35 when incidents occur on Interstate 35.

Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The construction of South 60th Street would provide additional capacity for the traffic 
that is destined to existing and new developments south of Mills Civic Parkway.  The 
project will incorporate Intelligent Transportation elements including Traffic Signal 
Interconnect that will enable traffic coordination and minimize traffic congestion.

Project Type Paving gravel road

West Des Moines - South 60th Street
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 16

1 + 4

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ 4

+ 4

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + ‐

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 5

8 + ‐

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + ‐

12 + 1

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 0

18 + ‐

19 + ‐

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + ‐

100 33

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWEST DES MOINES ‐ South 60th Street 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $8,500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor West Des Moines
Project Title Westown Parkway Overlay

Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th Street) 28th Street to Valley West Drive

Total Estimated Project Cost $1,000,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $500,000

Source of additional funds 
and local match? Local funds to provide match

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple years? No

Has your agency previously 
applied for STP funds for 
this project?

No

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires STP 
funds to be used towards 
regionally significant 
projects.  Please describe 
how this project fulfills this 
requirement.

Westown Parkway has an existing 14,440 vehicles per day and is increasing 
rapidly as development continues.  It serves as a secondary route or parallel road 
to Interstate 235 when incidents occur on Interstate 235.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The past decade has had an increased emphasis on performance monitoring and 
the use of pavement management data to assist with planning and programming 
for maintenance activities and capital improvements.  The overlay is a 
maintenance technique used to extend the life of the pavement.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction projects

This street has been extensively patched over the past 10 years.

Expansion is considered an 
expensive and last resort to 
address congestion issues.  
If this is an expansion 
project please explain what 
other methods have been 
used to address congestion.

The project will incorporate Intelligent Transportation elements including Traffic 
Signal Interconnect that will enable traffic coordination and minimize traffic 
congestion.

The street is currently identified as a transit route.

Project Type Overlay/mill-and-overlay/diamond grind

West Des Moines - Westown Parkway Overlay
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 16

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ 4

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + 4

9 + ‐

10 + ‐

11 + ‐

12 + 3

20 12

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + 4

20 16

18 + 4

19 + ‐

20 + 4

21 + 4

22 + 4

100 51

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWEST DES MOINES ‐ Westown Parkway Overlay

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $500,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor West Des Moines
Project Title Grand Prairie Parkway formally known as 105th Street
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

Interstate 80 to Mills Civic Parkway

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $8,900,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $4,450,000

Source of additional 
funds and local match? Local funds to provide match.

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

No

Has your agency 
previously applied for 
STP funds for this 
project?

Yes

Has this project 
previously been awarded 
STP funds?

No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

Grand Prairie Parkway is part of a new north-south corridor in the metropolitan area.  
This project will construct Grand Prairie Parkway between Interstate 80 and Mills Civic 
Parkway providing an alternate corridor for residents and employees of the office 
areas along Mills Civic Parkway.  This is the first phase of a future planned facility to 
construct a continuous route to the north of the metro area and south, over the 
Raccoon River, intersecting with G-14 in Madison County, and continuing on as 
needed.  There are very few north-south continuous local roads in the metropolitan 
area, and almost none in the western portion of the region.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and 
projects.

Grand Prairie Parkway construction will serve as a secondary route for congested 
traffic that exists on Jordan Creek Parkway.  Currently during peak periods traffic is 
congested to the point that it backs vehicles onto the ramps and out to the through 
lanes of Interstate 80 causing great safety concerns.  Grand Prairie Parkway will also 
serve as a diversion route during incidents that occur on the through lanes of 
Interstate 80 as well as the Jordan Creek Parkway interchange.

Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this 
project complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

A bridge over Interstate 80 has been constructed already to accommodate traffic 
between Waukee and West Des Moines.  The Interchange construction is underway.

West Des Moines - Grand Prairie Parkway formally known 
as 105th Street
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Expansion is considered 
an expensive and last 
resort to address 
congestion issues.  If this 
is an expansion project 
please explain what other 
methods have been used 
to address congestion.

The construction on Grand Prairie Parkway would provide a secondary access for the 
traffic that is destined to Jordan Creek Mall as well as nearby office and retail areas 
located along Mills Civic Parkway.  There are ever increasing demands on Mills Civic 
Parkway and the Jordan Creek Parkway corridors.  Grand Prairie Parkway would 
serve as a primary truck route into the commercial and retail area of the City.  The 
project will incorporate Intelligent Transportation elements including Traffic Signal 
Interconnect that will enable traffic coordination and minimize traffic congestion.

Project Type New road
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 16

1 + ‐

2 + ‐

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐
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6 + ‐
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Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 7

8 + ‐

9 + ‐
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12 + 3

20 4

13 + ‐
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20 + ‐

21 + ‐
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100 27

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWEST DES MOINES ‐ Grand Prairie Parkway 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $4,450,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 
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Primary Sponsor Windsor Heights
Project Title University Avenue multi-purpose transportation improvements
Termini Description ( i.e. 
Park Avenue to 19th 
Street)

73rd Street to 63rd Street

Total Estimated Project 
Cost $800,000

Federal Fiscal Year 2019 
STP Request $320,000

Total Funding Secured $160,000
Source of additional funds 
and local match?

TIF fund- FY 2016
General fund- FY 2016

Is this project seeking 
funding over multiple 
years?

Yes

How many consecutive 
years will funding be 
requested?

2 Years

What is the total 
anticipated STP funding 
request over the multiple 
years?

$640,000

Has your agency 
previously applied for STP 
funds for this project?

Yes

Has this project previously 
been awarded STP funds? No

The Federal Highway 
Administration requires 
STP funds to be used 
towards regionally 
significant projects.  
Please describe how this 
project fulfills this 
requirement.

As the Des Moines metro becomes more and more pedestrian and bike friendly, 
Windsor Heights is eager to supplement and enhance the past and on-going 
regionalized efforts. The proposed improvements to accommodate persons 
choosing alternative modes of transportation along University Avenue is a significant 
piece to that effort. The project includes an overlay from 69th Street to 73rd Street 
on University Avenue with the installation of a shared-use path along University from 
73rd Street to 63rd Street. Finally, widening the south sidewalk down the stretch of 
University Avenue in Windsor Heights will complete the improvements.

Describe how this project 
impacts other city/county 
goals, plans, and projects.

The proposed project would meet goals as laid out in the Tomorrow Plan and 
Mobilizing Tomorrow Plan to promote the health and well-being of all residents. The 
On-Street Bikeway Feasibility Study recently completed by the MPO and IEDA had a 
significant impact on determining the feasibility and options the city had to 
implement the facility. The City hopes to work with Des Moines and Clive to continue 
implementing the on-street facility to complete the stretch along University. The on-
street bike facility would help connect bikers to the Walnut Creek Trail in Windsor 
Heights which is part of the regional trail system.

Windsor Heights - University Avenue Multi-Purpose 
Transportation Improvements
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Describe any work 
previously completed (or 
underway) that this project 
complements or is 
recommended in other 
planning 
studies/construction 
projects

The recommendation of adding an on-street bikeway facility along University 
Avenue in Windsor Heights was recommended in the On-Street Bikeway Feasibility 
Study.

Project Type Overlay/mill-and-overlay/diamond grind, Bicycle facility
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Points 

Possible 

Points 

Awarded 

40 12

1 + 4

2 + 4

3 + ‐

4 + ‐

‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

+ ‐

6 + ‐

7 + 4

Enhance	Multimodal	Transportation	Options 20 12

8 + 4

9 + ‐

10 + 4

11 + 4

12 + 4

20 8

13 + ‐

14 + 4

15 + 4

16 + ‐

17 + ‐

20 12

18 + 4

19 + 4

20 + ‐

21 + ‐

22 + 4

100 48

Project promotes safe routes to schools (within 1/2 mile radius of a school with multi‐modal elements ‐ 

see Map

TOTAL POINTS

STP Request  $320,000

Project decreases energy consumption (idle reduction, electric vehicle infrastructure, etc.)

Further	the	health,	safety,	and	well‐being	of	all	residents	in	the	region.

Project is located in a high‐crash area as defined by CMAT and the project incorporates traffic calming 

solutions ‐ see Map

Project has traffic calming solutions to reduce modal conflict

Project is entirely or partially located within a social justice area ‐ see Map

Project enhances multimodal transportation to/from a social justice area 

Project is using permeable paving, vegetation or other green streets techniques to manage 1 ¼ inches of 

the average rainfall.

Route addresses designated freight impediment ‐ see Map

Project on a roadway with traffic volumes exceeding 10,000 AADT ‐ see Map

Project is on an existing or planned transit route ‐ see Map

If project is on a transit route, the project includes design elements such as bus shelters, benches, 

pullouts, pedestrian connection from transit stop to sidewalk

Project includes an addition to or improvement of the bicycle network

Project enhances multi‐modal opportunities within or along a designated node/corridor as defined in The 

Tomorrow Plan ‐ see Map

Project improves pedestrian access and facilities

Improve	the	Region’s	Environmental	Health

Project increases the number of street tree plantings or other landscaping.

Project avoids a critical natural resource: wetland, floodplain, known endangered species site, stream, or 

park/trail ‐ see Map

Project avoids a natural resource of concern: habitat, hydric soils or contaminated site ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with existing congestion (LOS E or F in peak hours) ‐ see Map

Project is on a corridor with future congestion (LOS E or F during peak hours by 2020 based on the MPO's 

Travel Demand Model) ‐  see  Map

5

Project design includes one or more of the following congestion management strategies:

a.      Improvements to access management

b.      ITS/Signalization improvements

c.      Improvements to turning movements

d.      Improves parallel facility/contributes to alternative routing

Project addresses major maintenance including deficient or obsolete bridge, pavement in poor or very 

poor condition or state of good repair for buses ‐ see Map 

SCOREWINDSOR HEIGHTS ‐ University Avenue Multipurpose Transportation Improvements 

EVALUATION CRITERIA

Transportation	Infrastructure	and	Services	are	Well‐managed	and	Optimize

Project improves or maintains an existing route or intersection ‐ see Map
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